
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s eLsk… 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  February 2016 

 

THE BURNING BUSH 

 

 

 

Lenten season is coming soon… 



 

 

          SESSION SNIPPETS 

BY PAT WELKER 
 

Notes from Dec & Jan Congregational, Annual and Session Meetings: 
 

At the Congregational Meeting of December 27th, the following officers of the Church were elected: 
 

Elders: Bill Wilson, three year term; Kathy Welch – one year term 
Deacons: Lori Danley and Marianne Taylor 
For Trustees: Kent Kowal, Dale Peterson and Tim Ulm 
For Financial Secretary: Mickie Ulm and Kathy Welch 
 

It was also announced that Gisela Schuman would be Treasurer for 2016 
 

From the January 12 minutes: 
MINISTRY TEAMS: 
CHRISTIAN ED: Bonnie –  Curriculum is here and an attendance book is on order. There are 4 new 
families participating in Sunday School. The Session voted to approve a combined VBS with 
Farmington Baptist and Yates City Presbyterian if they are both willing to join in. 
FELLOWSHIP/MISSION: Jodi & Jay – Jodi reported that there would be a President's Day Steak 
Feed again this year on Sunday Feb. 21. 
NOMINATING: Sam & Jodi with Michelle Lane & Steffanie Ulm as at-large; Deacons-Either Kay 
Fairburn or Cozy Hoover; Trustee- Either Clark Evans or Jane Rutledge (for John Black) – nothing at 
this time. 
STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE/MEMORIAL & PERSONNEL: Kathy & Sam – nothing at this time. 
WORSHIP: Jay, Sam & Kathy – nothing at this time. 
EVANGELISM: Kim & Jodi – nothing at this time. 
TECHNOLOGY: Carrie & Kim – nothing at this time. 
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP REVIEW: Pat & Kathy – nothing at this time. 
 

DEACON'S REPORT:  The Deacons met on Dec. 13. Michelle Lane opened the meeting with prayer 
and devotion. Deacons Michelle, Kay Fairburn, Cozy Hoover & Steffanie Ulm were present, as well 
as Pastor Linda. 
        The secretary's report was read and approved. 
        48 were served Communion on Dec. 6. 
    The Deacons present sent 24 cards and had four visits in November. 
     We dropped off the Thanksgiving dinner to our selected family. Michelle has not heard anything 
from them. We had Hanging of the Greens and Michelle plans to suggest to the Session that we 
either switch out the tree or purchase additional lights for next year. Thank you card received from 
Velma Petty for the Thanksgiving card. 
     In new business, Cozy will make three loaves of bread for Christmas Eve Communion, Michelle & 
Steffanie will serve and help prepare. Next Communion will be Jan. 3. Cozy will prepare both breads 
and prepare the cups. Our next meeting will be during fellowship on January 17, when new members 
will be welcomed. 
    Meeting adjourned by Michelle. 

  



 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: December was a busy month with lots of extra planning and events that go 
along with the season. Our sanctuary was beautifully decorated for the Advent season. We are 
thankful for all those who gave of themselves to make this year special. 
    Farmington Country Manor was festive as well. They were presented a holiday message and (22) 
partook of the Lord's Supper. 
   Each Sunday the Builders class made their way through the difficult study of Leviticus and 
Numbers. I have enjoyed being with them as we learned how God prepared His people as they 
wandered in the wilderness. So many rules, so many whines, so many miracles were shown. No 
wonder it took them forty years. Some in the class feel like that's how long it will take to understand 
these difficult chapters. 
  Leigh Ann did a great job staying on top of things in the office. She gave us extra hours as well. 
   The Presbyterian women met for their annual Christmas Cookie Exchange. There were several 
types of soup served by Pauline along with Subway sandwiches. Trivial Pursuit followed. Lots of fun 
for all. The winning team received more to eat in the way of candy. 
   I have been approached by several people for baptism. At our congregational meeting I presented 
food for thought regarding “how we have always done things: in regards to baptism. We will vote on 
this at the Annual Meeting. With so many young families and a swelling Sunday School full of little 
ones, my prayer is that we don't miss the opportunity to increase our roles as a new generation seeks 
to journey with us. 
   The Christmas Eve Service was beautiful. Our pews were full of those who came to celebrate the 
birth of the Christ child. Communion that night was by intinction and was acceptable to the 
congregation. Beth's flute added beauty to the choir and our overall music as well as Tim Ulm's 
performance of O Holy Night. Thanks to David Black who offered his strong voice for readings. My 
thought was for the evening to be personal. I don't think we missed the mark by much. 
   Now it is on to the work of 2016 in expectation of all the surprises God has in store for us. The hope 
of a new pastor is on the horizon. Along with that usually comes more changes and my time with you 
has been that as well. I have tried not to change too much but concentrated on those things that will 
make the new pastor's arrival easier. My job has been to smooth the way and I'm still working on it. 
   86 hours were logged, 100 medical miles, 7 regular miles, 22 served Communion, several 
counseling sessions, phone visits and correspondence. 
   The Session voted to approve payment of $27.02 in reimbursable expenses (7 regular miles at 
$0.57.5 for $4.02 + 100 miles at $0.23 medical miles for $23.00) 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 Manse Rental Agreement 

 CE Building Electrical Wiring – Will be turned over to Trustees. 

 Bell Tower Repairs to keep out bats – Will be turned over to Trustees. 

 Church Insurance to be reviewed spring 2016 (see 7-7-15 minutes for info) 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
The Session voted to approve the following: 

1. Pat Welker as Session Clerk for 2016 
2. Communion Dates for 2016 – Jan. 3 (complete), Feb. 7, March 27 (Easter), April 10, May 15 

(Pentecost via intinction), June 5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4, Oct. 2 (World Communion Sunday 
via intinction, Nov. 6 and Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve via intinction). 



 

 

3. One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday will be on March 27 (Kids' Fish Banks will be brought up on 
Palm Sunday the 20th). 

4. PW's Blanket Sunday will be Feb. 14th. 
5. Will sponsor Food Pantry Sunday on the 1st Sunday of each month. 
6. A Congregational/Annual Meeting quorum will be 20% of Active Members. 
7. There will be 3 weeks notification required for an upcoming Congregational/Annual Meeting. 
8. Soup-er-Bowl Challenge Sunday will be on Sunday Feb. 7, which is also Scout Sunday. Jay 

Ulm will notify the Scouts in case they want to participate. 
 

From the January Annual Meeting: 
   The Annual Report was reviewed and approved with noted changes. 
   The Terms of Call for Pastor Linda were approved as reported in the 2016 Budget. 
   There were two at-large Nominating Team members elected: Michelle Lane and Steffanie Ulm. 
   The congregation voted to allow the Session to approve Annual and Congregational Minutes per 
Book of Order rules. 
   Information was given to those present concerning Book of Order rules as well as Biblical Scripture 
concerning Baptism. There is no requirement that the parents of the child be a member of the Church 
to have their children Baptized. After some discussion, there was a motion/second to allow the First 
Presbyterian Minister to Baptize any child, once parents have been instructed of the meaning of 
Baptism. 
 

From the January 19 Session Meeting: 
This meeting was used to decide which two Elders would be on each Team and noted that each 
Team would also have people from the Congregation.  The 2016 Goals are to be determined by each 
Team when they meet. 
 

Christian Education Ministry Team- Bonnie Suydam (chair) and Jodi Phillips – They are in charge 
of VBS, the issues/problems with Sunday School and the Palm Sunday and Christmas Programs. 
They are also in charge of the Sunday School Kick-Off Breakfast in September and the Attendance 
Party at the end of the Sunday School year in May. 
Fellowship/Mission Ministry Team- Jodi Phillips (chair) and Jay Ulm – They are in charge of 
Quarterly Mission Dinners, the Bazaar, Food Pantry Mission, and Fellowship host/hostess sign-up. 
They also should make sure the trash is removed after each event. 
Nomination Ministry Team- Elders of the 2016 Class – Sam Rutledge & Jodi Phillips (volunteer). 
They are in charge with filling the Church offices of Elders, Deacons and Trustees. They will be joined 
by one of the following from the 2016 Class -  Deacon (Kay Fairburn or Cozy Hoover) and one 
Trustee (either Clark Evans or Jane Rutledge (for John Black) plus the at-large members (Michelle 
Lane and Steffanie Ulm) 
Personnel Ministry and Stewardship/Finance Ministry Team-  Kathy Welch (chair), Bill Wilson 
and Jodi Phillips –  For Personnel Ministry, they are in charge of keeping the Hired Employees of the 
Church happy. They interview them each year to make sure they are satisfied with their position and 
pay. For the Stewardship/Finance Ministry, they are in charge of the Budget, Stewardship 
letters/presentations and the 4th of July fund raiser which will include a Bike Safety Rodeo (from 
Evangelism Ministry Team), as well as sending ‘thank you' notes to those who make 'Memorial 
Donations' to the Church. 
Worship Ministry Team- Jay Ulm (chair), Sam Rutledge and Kathy Welch – They are in charge of all 
things involved with worship, including changing/updating the outside Church sign board, handing out 
bulletins, filling the Pulpit in Pastor's absence, arranging Communion servers (2 Elders and 2 



 

 

Deacons), arranging ushers, Lay Sunday, Church Activity Bags for kids, Computer system operators, 
and acolytes.  
Evangelism Ministry Team- Kathy Welch and Bonnie Suydam (co-chairs) – they are in charge of the 
promotion/marketing, reaching out to the community with both work projects as well as promoting the 
Church programs (Christmas Eve service, VBS and the Sunday programs, as Palm Sunday/Easter 
Egg Hunt, etc.), Scout Sunday and overseeing the Spoon River Drive Fritter sales. 
Technology Ministry Team- Bill Wilson (chair) and Jay Ulm – they are in charge of all things 
technical, including but not limited to: computers, printers, copiers, phones, web sites, etc. They will 
make sure they are all working as needed. 
Membership Review Ministry Team – Pat Welker (chair) and Kathy Welch – plus all Elders. They 
are in charge of reviewing the Active Member List yearly and make adjustments as needed to make 
the list as accurate as possible. 
 

The Session worked on the goals: 
 

1 Year (2016) Goal – 
Encourage Leadership in the Church by the congregation 
Promote Open Baptism of children 
Keep up with available technology 
Confirmation Class 
Compassionate Care Program 
PNC established and working 
10% growth in Worshipers (8-10 additional) 
Prepare the Video Screens for worship service – Tech Team and Secretary 
Keep encouraging Trustees to get electrical systems repaired/upgraded and Church outside  trim 
painted/repaired as needed 
 

3 Year Goals (2019) 
Youth Group Program for Jr & Sr High students 
Annual Mission Project in community  
Encourage Trustees to continue with Tuck Pointing Bricks on outside of Church Building. 
 

5 Year Goal –  
Additional 50% growth from the 2011 figures (total worshiping congregation of 80-90 each Sunday 
with a full time Minister in place) 
Next generation attending Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FEBRUARY 2016 
  
    SUN           MON           TUES          WED           THU            FRI             SAT  
 
 
 
  
 

1 
 
 
PNC mtg 6:15PM 
Scouts 
Pack/Comm 
6:15PM 
Den mtgs 6:15PM 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
PEO mtg 6-9PM 

3 
 
 
 
Choir Practice 
7-8:00PM 

4 5 

 
6 

 
 

7 
Food Pantry & 
Communion 
Sunday 
(last communion 
until Easter) 
Scout Sunday 
Soup-er Bowl 
Challenge 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
PNC mtg 6:15PM 
Den mtgs 6:15PM 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Tigers mtg 6:15PM 
Session 7PM 
 

10 
 
 
 

Ash 
Wednesday 
worship 
@ 6:30PM 

11 
 

12 
 
 
Presbyterian 
Women 1PM 

13 
 

14 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
PNC mtg 6:15PM 
Den mtgs 6:15PM 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 
March Burning 
Bush deadline 
NOON 
 
Choir Practice 
7-8:00PM 

18 19 20 
 
 

21 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PNC mtg 6:15PM 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tigers mtg 6:15PM 

24 
 

Maundy 
Thursday 
 
 
Choir Practice 
7-8:00PM 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
 
 
 
PNC meeting 
6:15PM  
Den mtgs  6:15PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   1 Sara Hirz 
  5 Keith Quin 
 Lindsey Danley 
  9 Mason Gomes 
 Claire Herron 
16 Janice Garlish 
23 Charles Houston 
27 Clark Evans 
28 Diana Houston 

 

We will have 
communion on 

Sunday, February 
7th as usual.  

However, please 
take note that this 

will be the last 
communion 

opportunity until 
Easter. 



 

 

 

 

If you have gently used teddy bears you no 

longer need, please bring them to church. 

They are needed for an upcoming Deacons’ 

project. You can give them to Michelle or 

any deacon. 

 

Jackets and coats are available through the 

Kid's Coat Closet for students of Farmington 

Central School District #265.  Please contact 

the church office at 245-2914 or Kathy 

Welch  at 245-4286.  

 

We need your used printer 

cartridges! Recycling them 

provides the fund for office 

supplies. Your contributions 

are very much appreciated! 

 

 

United Methodist Church of Farmington 

59th Annual Pancake & Sausage Day 

Saturday, February 6th 

7AM – 6PM 
                      Cost:  Donation 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Burning Bush – February 2016 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

83 North Cone Street  

Farmington IL  61531-1248 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        Blessings on: 
  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

  
  

  
          
  
                 
  
         
  
  
        
                
              

  

    

òIn the Beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word 

was God.ó    (John 1:1) 

 

 

 
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS! 

 

  Sunday School classes for all ages 9:30AM 
   

  Fellowship Time 10:30AM 
 

  Worship Service 11:00AM 
 

  Join us for a great message and God’s 

word! Enjoy wonderful music and 

fellowship between Sunday School and 

Worship Service 

 

 

 

 


