
 

 

From the Pastor’s desk… 

      

   

  Rest is not only a musical term, a tiny breather built into a tune, but rest is also a spiritual term.  We 
are told to rest in our faith, or rest in the Lord.  For some reason, we are used to thinking of 
spirituality as being hard work.  Well, rest in the Lord, means “stop trying” so hard.  Instead of 
constantly trying to reach a far-away God, allow a more intimate one.  For once stop giving God your 
attention, and let God give you some attention.  Receive. 
  I must say this past Easter week brought me to my knees many times.  Not just the spiritual 
ramifications of it all, but the sheer exhaustion.  I was trying sooo hard!  I found rest in short supply by 
my own doing.  I could not turn off my brain long enough to rest.  The other factor I discovered was 
for the first time in my career, I found it hard to keep up the pace.  Old age perhaps?   
   Now that I am rested, I have come to terms with practicing the presence.  Practicing the presence is 
just that, thinking “Oh, yes, God” and doing nothing further about it.  It is a practice of remembering 
God is a presence, like air.  We forget about air and we forget about God.  But when we remember 
them, they are everywhere, ordinary and miraculous. 
   Another way to think about it is “taking a quiet time.”  You see the only active thing we need to do is 
“take” the time.  The quiet does the rest. 
   It is the gift of a great spiritual teacher to make things simple.  It is one of the gifts of the followers 
to complicate them again.  So often we have to scrape away the accumulated complications of the 
Master’s message in order to hear the kernel of what he said.  Christ advised us to “become little 
children.”  Children play and children rest—two concepts foreign to most of us regarding spirituality.  
Do you find yourselves paying more attention to the children on Sunday mornings?  I have been.  
They are full of energy, of laughter, and open minds.  I have the ringside seat to see their expressions 
of awe and wonder.  Then I wonder when did I stop with my awe and wonder?   
   I have had to remind myself to get back to the basics—to find joy and rest in the simple things, to 
find that quiet niche in order to hear His voice once more.  I found I tried so hard it was trying!  My 
exercise is to breath more deeply, listen more closely, and instead of working on God, I’ll be letting 
God work on me.  
 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heaven laden, and I will give you rest for your souls.”   
Mt. 11:28  
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ñAnd I say, óO that I had wings like a dove!  I would fly 

away and be at rest.ò  Psalm 55:6 
 



 

 

SESSION SNIPPETS 
BY PAT WELKER 

 
Notes from April Session Meeting and the Annual Meeting: 
 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION: To receive Financial Information in the future, refer your requests to the 

Financial Officers, Financial Ministry Team or an Elder.   
 
CHRISTIAN ED:  Palm Sunday was a success with many children participating in the church service with the 
Palm Processional. The fish banks were collected for OGHS.  Easter egg hunt was outside with wonderful 
weather and a very large amount of eggs were collected.  VBS (7/30-8/3) meeting on April 23 after church for 
interested participants.  Last day of SS 5/21.   
FELLOWSHIP/MISSION:  Hosted Palm Sunday Pot Luck.  Thank you to all the men who washed dishes.  

Breakfast planned for after sunrise services at our church. 
STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE/MEMORIAL & PERSONNEL:   no report 
WORSHIP:  117 in church for Palm Sunday.  OGHS will be collected on Palm Sunday and Easter.  
EVANGELISM:  Plans are being made to have rummage sale again for SRD.   
TECHNOLOGY: no report 
MEMBERSHIP REVIEW:  no report 
 

DEACONôS REPORT:  The Board of Deacons met March 26th during Fellowship.  Attending were Michelle 

Lane, Cozy Hoover, Pastor Linda, Kathy Welch, Beth Martin and Marianne Taylor. 
     52 cards were sent and 2 visits made since the last meeting. 
     The Treasurer reported a balance of $219.05. 
Old Business: Paraments changed and spring flowers put out on pedestals. 
New Business: Easter sign-up sheets for people bringing flowers for the sanctuary will be passed in Church. 
     Communion will be served on Maundy Thursday, April 13, with Pastor Linda bringing the bread.  Kathy will 
help with the juice. 
     Communion will also be served on Easter Sunday with Marianne providing bread and Cozy the juice. 
     Paraments:  On Maundy Thursday there will be no paraments.  On Easter white paraments are put out and 
remain until June. 
     April 6 the Steve Johnson family will be baptized at 7pm. 
     April 30 Chris Lucas and Erin Melz will join the Church.  They will be getting married here in November. 
     Wednesday evening, April 12,the Deacons will meet to fix baskets for eight shut-ins. 
     Next meeting will be April 23rd. 
 
TRUSTEES REPORT:    Nothing at this time  
 

PASTORôS REPORT:     March 1 was the beginning of the Lenten Season marked by Ash Wednesday.  

This year the event sponsored by the Council of Churches was held 
at the Methodist Church.  I served with Jon Dainty and Paul Lee.  The ashes were administered to about 35 
people. 
   Farmington Country Manor was served with music, worship and Holy Communion to 28 of the residents and 
staff.  I always look forward to this opportunity to serve. 
    The confirmands sat for their final exams and did terrific!  I am so proud of them as you will see yourself on 
Confirmation Sunday the end of April.  They learned what it means to discover, choose and follow Jesus.  On 
March 18th we went to Helping Hands in Canton to fulfill their mission experience.  They had a wonderful time 
being led by Eric Duffield, director of the program.   
   I was privileged to have been asked to do the Bill Sturch funeral in Delevan and to provide support for the 
family.  From all I learned about the man, I wish I had known him.  My prayers continue for the family. 



 

 

   Preparations, study and writing is underway for Holy Week.  Lots to do and to prepare in the office as well.  
Meghan continues to be a great asset to our church and to me.  She is a steady spirit who moves through the 
day with such grace.   
   I look ahead to several baptisms and new memberships.  We have been so blessed to welcome so many 
already this year.  I hope I never get too used to the surprises God continues to show us.  With Sunday School 
rooms beginning to crowd as well as the pews, our vision for the church continues to change.  How wonderful 
is that?   
131 miles were logged, visits were made, cards were sent, 1 funeral, 28 communions served. 
     
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Office painting to be done Friday April 21 by Trustees. 

2. Review of By Laws/Manual to be done next month. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. The Session voted to approve Gayle Herbert Lucas to Active Membership 
2. The Session voted to approve Steve Johnson to join church on April 23 

 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LENTEN SERVICES 

     The Council of Churches held 3 Lenten Services this year.  The first was held on Ash Wednesday at the 
Methodist Church with about 30 worshipers in attendance.  It included the marking of ashes on all worshipers.  
The collection from the service was $135. 
    The second service was on Good Friday and was held at the Baptist Church.  There were about 25 
worshipers in attendance. The collection from the service was $100. 
     The third service was an Easter Sunrise Service at the Presbyterian Church with a breakfast following.   
There were about 40-45 in attendance and most stayed for the breakfast and fellowship.  The collection from 
the service was $265. 
     If you have not attended these Council of Churches service I encourage you to do so.  For one thing, we 
can never enough teaching from the Bible.  Second, it is unique to get to hear sermons by Pastors of different 
denominations and to see them working together to bring the good news to we worshipers is really wonderful.  
So think about attending the next time there is a Council of Churches event. 
     The collections of $500 went to the Scholarship Fund to benefit those going to college.  Don't know how it 
ended up being a nice round number, maybe intervention from a higher power. 
 

PALM SUNDAY POTLUCK 
     The Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt and Potluck was a great success.  There were about 60 people there to 
enjoy the fellowship and food.  After eating the kids got to go to the park for the Egg Hunt.  It didn't take them 
long to scoop up all the eggs and fill their baskets.  They enjoyed themselves. 
     The meal was wonderful with so many good dishes to try.  One thing about Presbyterian meals, you will not 
go away hungry.  You can find something to eat, no matter how picky you are.  There was good food and good 
company, what more could you want.                                                                                                                                                         

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
Pastor Linda gave us the opportunity to worship on Maundy Thursday again this year.  She gave an great 
message and Communion.  Earlier in the month Pastor Linda had given each of us a stone to carry to remind 
us of our sins and troubles.  We had the opportunity to place the stone at the foot of the cross to let us know 
why Jesus died on the cross. After the service she also provided a wonderful meal for all to enjoy.  There were 
about 35 worshipers at the service and meal.  We all enjoyed a beef over rice dish with a special fruit bread for 
dessert.  Pastor Linda worked very hard for our benefit and all there enjoyed the message, fellowship and food. 
 
WELCOME TO THESE ACTIVE MEMBERS:  In the past few months, in addition to all the new members 

joining the Church in front of the congregation, we have add some others joining us again. Dave Black 
transferred his membership back to Presbyterian Church. Alissa Hoover Holder and Gayle Herbert Lucas both 
reinstated their membership to Active status. Ben & Lindsey Johnson joined with their 3 children {Easton, 
Maddox, Presley} and also Christopher Lucas & Erin Melz joined as well.  



 

 

In addition, during a Thursday night service, Brady, Jayme and Sydney Johnson were baptized and joined the 
Church.  Their parents Steve and Liz (via membership transfer) also joined on April 23. 
 
Great things are happening in our Church as many others have joined in front of the congregation 
during Sunday worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Thank You to All!  

Thank you for all t he prayers, cards, 

memorial donations and food 

donations we received upon the 

passing of our Mom, Bernita Murphy. 

We appreciate the wonderful service 

Pastor Linda gave to honor her. The 

food and fellowship provided by the 

Presbyterian Women was most 

comfor ting. We feel truly blessed to 

have such a thoughtful and supportive 

Church family.  

 
Presbytery Night at the Ballpark! 

Mark your calendars for June 17th, 

6:30PM, Faith & Family Night! 

Tickets cost $8 each and can be 

purchased through the Peoria 

presbytery office. If youõre interested 

there are forms in the CE Building 

under the bulletin board with more 

information. 
 

ANNOUNCING THE FARMINGTON COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 2017 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
Are you, your child or your grandchild graduating from high school? Then you need to 
read this!! The Farmington Council of Churches has established a scholarship fund. These 
scholarships are intended to help the young people of our congregations who are 
planning on continuing their education. Applications are available from any of the 
Farmington Council of Churches Pastors. To qualify you must: 
 
1. Be a May 2017 high school graduate 
2. Show proof of acceptance to a post high school fully accredited academic institution. 
3. Be an active church member of one of the Farmington Council of Churches 
congregation. 
4. Provide a written recommendation from your pastor, which speaks of your active 
Christian life. 
5. Write a brief statement explaining your academic intentions and expressing how the 
Church has been important in your life. 
6. Turn a completed application to your pastor no later than July 2nd, 2017 

Scholarships will be announced during the Farmington Council of Churches event to be 

held August 2017 



 

 

                                                      

  MAY  2017     
  SUN        MON        TUES        WED        THU         FRI            SAT

 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 PEO DINNER  
CE Building 5:30 

3 

 CHOIR 7PM 

4 5 6 
 

7 
Holy 
Communion 

8 
Blood Drive 2-6PM 
St. Matthews  
Church 

9 
Session 7pm 

10 
CHOIR 7pm 

11 12 
PW Meeting 
CE Building 
1PM 

13 
Presbytery 
Rock Island 
9:30 

14 
Motherõs Day 

15 16 17 
CHOIR 7pm 

18 19 20 

21 
Lizzy Holder CE 
Buildling 3-5pm 

22 23 
 

24 
Burning Bush 
Deadline 

25 26 27 
 

28 29 

 
Memorial Day 

30 31    

1 Emily Phillips  

4 Christopher Lucas  

5 Annie Swanson  

Jayme Johnson  

11 Emma Evans  

Ethan Evans  

Crystal Gome s 

12 Monica Swanson  

13 Bernita Murphy  

15 Hank Garlish  

19 Kathy Skaggs  

 20 Rev Linda  

22 Blake Johnson  

24 Craig Duley  

27 Paul Watters  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

PRAYER LIST  
Ongoing Prayers: Todd Guidi; Kevin Johnson (MS); Jeff Sturch; Pat Welker; Chris’s friend has 

cancer--Stage 4; Ed Goggin; Bonnie’s workmate, Deb Parker, cancer; Kevin Martin; Angie; Sally 

(Grebe) Seaman; John Ramsey (Leigh Ann’s nephew) Kouri Hibbard-Fox family; Joseph 

Christiansen; Andy Swanson; Tom Strahan, ALS (Bob Thompson’s brother in law), for our country;  

Justin Chambliss, 40 year old father of 3 with brain cancer; Kent Quin; Rusty, pancreatic cancer, 

Karen’s daughter, Jessica in Cambodia; Alyssa, Cozy’s niece; Katy – brain surgery, tumor; Wanda 

– Kenny Johnson (heart procedure), Bonnie’s neighbor, Cindy Johnson’s parents; Haley – Cheryl 

Fryman’s niece (brain surgery); Glenene Benson – fall. 

 

At Home: Amber Lercher, 24 HR care at home; Becky Urbanc Littell  
 

Bereavement: Charlotte Purdue family - Chris’ mom, Bernita Murphy family 
 

Those in Nursing Homes: Barbara Frank, Velma Petty and Keith Quin at Courtyard Estates in 
Farmington; Dianna Threw, Sara Hirz at Farmington Country Manor; Hazel Morby at Courtyard 
Estates in Canton; Leigh Ann Taylor at Heartland in Canton; Butch Johnson at Marigold Nursing 
Home in Galesburg; 
 

 



 

 

    

 
Camp Big Sky  

òNever underestimate the power of volunteers. Remember, Noah did not build the Ark 

with paid professionals!ó 

Camp Big Sky provides opportuniti es for children and adults with disabilities and their families, 

friends and caregivers opportunities to access, discover, learn and enjoy the outdoors; all at no 

cost at our 100 acre camp located just west of Farmington.  

Volunteers are the heart of our o rganization and contribute thousands of hours annually by 

assisting campers to actively participate in a number of outdoor activities, helping with 

construction, maintenance and repair projects and planning and conducting fundraising events.  

As the camp h as grown, so too has the need for us to recruit good people who believe in service 

above self to others. We promise our volunteers that we will value their commitment by 

providing a meaningful and positive experience that is well organized, makes good use of their 

time, creates memorable results and is fun.  

We invite you and members of the congregation to join our family of volunteers. Individuals and 

groups are always welcome and can select when and how often to volunteer during our season 

from the first o f May until the end of October. Families are encouraged to volunteer together to 

help instill the value of service to others.  

For more information please con tact Karla Kane, Camp Director a t exec@campbigsky.org  or   

309 -258 -6002. You can also visit our website for more information www.campbigsky.org  

Thank you!  

 Brad Guidi, Mission Director  

guidibrad@gmail.com  309 -635 -6104  

 

Congratulations 
 

Melody Martin and Grace Berry 
 

On your confirmation!  

 
The girls worked very hard for 6 months and 
drew closer to God on their journey. We are 
so proud of them, making this life 
commitment.  

 

 

Kent Kowal and crew for painting the 

church office! It looks better than I 

imagined and gives the place a whole 

new look! 

mailto:exec@campbigsky.org
http://www.campbigsky.org/
mailto:guidibrad@gmail.com
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        Blessings on:  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  
  

  
          
  
                 
  
         
  
  
        
                
              

  

    
COME WORSHIP WITH US 

SUNDAYS! 

 

Sunday School    9:30AM 
  

Fellowship Time 10:30AM 
 

Worship Service 11:00AM 
 

  ŝƶĜƖ ɔȡ íƶȉ " ôȉ±"Ⱥ ƌ±ȡȡ"ô± "Ɩ| óƶ|̃ȡ 

word! Enjoy wonderful music and 

fellowship! 
 

 

òIn the 

Beginning 

was the 

Word, and 

the Word 

was with 

God, and 

the Word 

was God.ó    

(John 1:1) 

 

 

 


