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From the Pastor’s desk… 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Have no anxiety about anything but in everything by 

prayer and thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 4:4 

 
I find myself somewhat melancholy as I write this farewell for the Burning Bush. Having spent over 

four years with you, you have grown on me to such an extent, breaking the attachment is difficult. But life is 

that way, isn’t it?  Nothing ever remains the same. I am not the first minister who has come and gone with you 

over the years. Now I must join the ranks of those who have gone on before. The trouble with Interim Ministry, 

is that it means just that -“In Between.” It has been such a wonderful journey for me. After serving five 

churches before you as a full-time pastor without a great deal of satisfaction, I found a church like you. I waited 

a career for you. You have made me feel at home, a part of your family, and given me space to continue to 

grow. It doesn’t get any better than that. With it has come more love than I deserve. I thank God for you every 

day. My life will never be the same. 

Life is like that. On our journey’s we say many hellos and many goodbyes. I prefer to say, “Till we meet 

again.” In this life or the next, God’s promises are true.  He has created seasons to keep us aware of change. 

Jesus knew the price of changes and goodbyes. They had been with him all his life because he was fully 

human, so much like us who travel the hello-goodbye-hello pattern of the human journey. He was not spared the 
struggle of letting go. Thus, it is that whenever it is time for goodbyes, for leaving behind and for moving on, I 

think about Jesus. Just think how many goodbyes he had—and how may hellos he walked into and how many 

risks of moving on he accepted. What kept him pressing on is the same thing you and I experience. We know 

we are all just passing through and on our way to home. We clutch to the things we cherish, but they too are on 

loan to us. We are all on loan to each other for a little while. And so, let us hold our treasures in open hands and 

let then go. We have to look at the loan for what it is—purely gifts given to us out of love. We never earn what 

is given: it is simply there to receive with thanksgiving and awe. I have come to see each of you as precious 

gifts now to cherish in my heart. 

There is a reflection I know that I like to call the “Sowing and the Going.” I Corinthians 3:6-7 

Paul writes: “I did the planting, Apollos did the watering, but God made things grow. Neither the planter nor the 

waterer matters; only God, who makes things grow.” The tug of sowing and going is tempered by the stronger 

hold of a much greater Gardener, one who sows first seed, who entrusted the growth of others, and gave himself 

in the going. And so, I stand in the garden much smaller now, praying the heart of the sowing and going, and 

joining in the journey. 

I know you are ready for the next phase. I have done my best to pave the way, to plant the seeds, often 

watered by my tears, and have prayed you to where your new journey begins. I hope you will not look back 

wanting, but look back with gladness that you opened yourselves to me for investing. However, I am a better, 

stronger servant because of you. Thank you for the faith and enrichment you have placed in me.  I am the most 

blessed among many today. 
 

In Love and Gratitude, 

Pastor Linda 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 

BY PAT WELKER 
 

Snippets from the February12, 2019 Session Meeting: 
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS: 
CHRISTIAN ED: Crystal & Tammy as Co-Chairs & Lyndsey – Sunday School Report -- 1) Spring 
materials were distributed to teachers. 2) Bonnie and children are beginning to work on songs for 
Palm Sunday, April 14. 3) Fish Banks and letter of explanation will be given to children on March 17. 
4) We will soon begin plans for Easter egg hunt on April 21. 

VBS Report -- 1) We received phone notification that we will receive the $1,000 Bucks for 
Blessings. 2) We have not heard back from Helping Hands application. 3) Our first meeting will be 
held in late March. 4) We have looked at 2019 VBS programs and will order 1 or 2 starter kits from 
Concordia 
FELLOWSHIP/MISSION: Lyndsey-Chair, Jodi & Liz – Nothing at this time. 
NOMINATING: Lyndsey Johnson and Kathy Welch are Elders going off; Cozy Hoover will be the 
Deacon Rep. The 3 Large Members are Mickie Ulm, Pat Welker and Bonnie Suydam. The Team 
must fill the following positions for the Class of 2022 -- 2 Elders, 2 Deacons, 2 Trustees and 1 or 2 
Treasurers (for 1-year term). 
STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE/MEMORIAL & PERSONNEL: Kathy & Crystal - Manse Update – 1) Did a 
walk through on January 31 with tenants Stephanie & Roger, as well as Tim Ulm and Crystal. Manse 
was immaculate. 2) Tim U. and Kent Kowal did a second walk through on February 1. They are going 
to replace the main bathroom stool, replace a few mini blinds, touch a few places where TV’s were 
mounted and have the carpets cleaned. 3) Pastor Andy will move into Manse on March 1. 4) Pastor 
Linda will be paid through the end of February as well as the first 6 days of March. 
WORSHIP: Tammy-Chair, Liz & Kathy – Next Communion is March 3 with Lyndsey, Michelle and 
Tammy serving. Crystal typed up the Cancellation Procedure to be posted and provided to those who 
need the information. 

CHURCH CANCELLATION PROCEDURE 
1.  Initiate prayer chain by calling Pat Welker 309-338-4575 
2.  Notify Church Secretary to send email alert. 
3.  Post cancellation on Church Facebook page. 
4.  Contact WEEK on their website week.com with ID 100216 and password of 6291. 
5.  Contact WMBD on their website with ID 1216 and password of 1212610. 

 
EVANGELISM: Jodi-Chair, Michelle & Tammy – Jodi is still trying to get the Methodist Wellmobile 
scheduled for spring. She is going to try to get it scheduled for Thursday, May 16 or 23 starting at 
4pm. Planning to have the following checks taken – Blood Pressure, Cholesterol, Spirometer reading 
and possibly a hearing check. 2)  Jodi is going to work on something for Spoon River Drive, possibly 
‘walking tacos’. Will also serve coffee and hot chocolate, depending on the weather. 
TECHNOLOGY: Liz-Chair & Michelle – Liz provided a box of batteries for the clip-on microphones. 
MEMBERSHIP REVIEW: Pat & Michelle – Nothing at this time. 

 

DEACONS' REPORT: The Deacons met Saturday, December 22 in the Church office.  Present were 
Melissa Herron, Cozy Hoover, Beth Martin, Linda Riley and Marianne Taylor. 

The purpose of the meeting was to assemble a Holiday Food Basket for a family and also to make 
gift baskets for our Shut-ins. 

Six gift baskets were made and one basket was delivered. We will meet Monday evening to 
prepare Communion for the Christmas Eve Service. 



TRUSTEES REPORT: Between pushing and shoveling snow and spreading salt, the Trustees also 
accomplished some noticeable inside work during the last month or so. The handrails leading into the 
sanctuary have been refinished and rebuilt with the ends closed in to help eliminate the possibility of 
catching on coats, sleeves, and robes and the post at the top of the stairs has been 
strengthened/rebuilt. The donated stools for the men’s and women’s bathroom in the CE Building 
were installed along with a new sink for the men’s room. A new vanity for the women is next on the 
list. 
With the help of Kathy Welch and Crystal Gomes, the manse appears to be ready for our new 

minister. Two new stools were installed as were new blinds in the living room and kitchen, paint 
touch-ups were made, and the carpets were cleaned, thanks to the arrangement by Wanda. Thanks 
to all who helped and “Welcome, Andy!” Let us know if there is anything else!” 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT: January means all things new. The weather has surely made the new year 
seem foreboding, but then it is winter. I’m afraid we got used to having mild winters the last couple of 
years. That being said, it was a struggle to plan ordinations, training and even regular worship 
services. We were at a “wait and see what happens” place in time. 

As you welcomed your soon to be new pastor, I celebrated the Lord’s day at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in Bartonville. The pastor there and I have worked together several times at the various 
hospitals where he is the chaplain. 

Farmington Country Manor was served with a worship service, singing and Communion. 
Communion was served to 18 residents and staff. Marilee and Jeff Stephan came to provide music. 
One resident is a horse person who loves to spend time with me talking the horse talk. It is a treat for 
him to have someone who gets it! Of course, I could talk about horses all day long. He once owned 
horses, though we have different tastes. He had Standardbreds (trotters) and I was always involved 
with Thoroughbreds. He keeps up with the recent track winners for me and we compare notes on 
bloodlines. I always look forward to our time together. 

The Council of Churches met at the Baptist Church to elect officers and begin plans for special 
upcoming services. The Ash Wednesday service, will be held at First Presbyterian as my way of 
saying goodbye to the community. 

Glenene Benson had her spinal surgery on January 11. It was a lengthy one, but everything went 
well. Dale was anxious, but after a while of small talk he was able to tell me much about his life and 
work. He and Glenene seem joined at the hip. A few days later I called on her at the hospital again. 
She is making good progress thanks to all the prayers and the touch of the Masters’ hand. 
With the crazy weather we have had, Lyndsey and I managed to communicate bulletin and Burning 

Bush information via the internet. We kept putting out the bulletins hoping for worship services that 
did not materialize. I know it must have been frustrating for the choir as well. As I often say, “If you 
want to make God laugh, tell Him your plan.” Gratefully we made it through the month safely and 
ready to get on with matters at hand. Much of my work was accomplished from my home office. 

This month, 92 hours were logged and reimbursable expenses of $29.36 were approved 
(Expenses as follows: (22 regular miles x .58 =) $12.76 + (83 medical miles x .20 =) $29.36 (Note: 
2019 mileage rates used). There were several correspondences and phone visits made as well as 2 
hospital visits and 18 Communions served at FCM. 

 

 

 



ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
 
 

The scheduled Elder/Deacon Training in January had to be cancelled so will be rescheduled. 

Pastor Linda might meet with the new members, Elder Michelle Lane and Deacons Lyndsey 

Vermillion and Lizzy Holder and give them some training information. She will then try to get all 

Elders/Deacons together. If that can’t be managed, she will request that if Elders/Deacons have 

any questions they can contact her and she will work to answer said questions. 
 

The Presbytery Meeting, on February 23 will be attended by Pastor Linda and Pat Welker, 

Clerk because Jodi and Tammy are no longer available 
 

The Super Bowl winner was the New England Patriots and there were 21 food items collected 

for the Food Pantry and the winning team, during our Souper Bowl Challenge. The Elders/Clerk 

are going to match that amount by each bring 3-5 items to donate to the Food Pantry. 

Per the Annual Meeting vote, worship times will be changing effective Sunday March 10. 

Sunday school will be from 9:15-10:15am; Church Worship will be from 10:30-11:30am with 

Fellowship to follow. 
 

SPECIAL SERVICE 
 

During Pastor Linda’s last Sunday worship on March 3, Ryan Landino, Executive Presbyter will be 

in attendance. He is going to conduct a special ‘litany of farewell’ for Pastor Linda. This is going to 

be a special service, so please plan to attend and support Pastor Linda. Also, don’t forget that 

following this service, there will be an ‘Appreciation Celebration’ for her. 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SERVICE 
 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the March 6 Ash Wednesday Service sponsored by the 

Council of Churches. Pastor Linda thoroughly enjoyed working with the other Pastors in the 

Council over the years she was with us. She will be preaching this final service for us as well as 

the community so please plan to attend and show your support. These are great services and we 

have the opportunity to hear pastors from other Churches. This is really a great thing and these 

services are great. Hope to see you there. The Service will be at First Presbyterian starting at 

6:30pm. 
 

 



CHOIR 
 

We are so fortunate to have a choir to enhance our worship service. Some of the other Churches 

are not as fortunate and do not have a choir. So, make sure you tell them thanks when you see 

them. 
 

Not only do we have a choir, but it is growing in numbers. I have noticed that there are 3 new 

members in the choir, plus Bonnie has made it back. 
 

They really make a big difference in our worship services. They do such a great job with the 

songs they sing. Thanks to Kathy for picking out such great music and then working with the 

singers to learn the songs. They are really doing a fantastic job. 
 

Thanks to all members of the choir for their dedication and great music that we get to enjoy. I 

know you work hard on this and it shows. 
 
 

 
SNOW AND ICE 

 

Well we have certainly had our share of snow, ice and polar weather this year. As you know, 

two Church Services were cancelled completely and some have had smaller than normal 

attendance. In all this, the parking lots and sidewalks have been cleared. I know that Tim, Kent 

and Nick Ulm have been clearing snow and spreading salt to melt the ice. If there are others 

helping out, please accept our thanks also. During the real heavy snows, my Grandson, Steve 

Black brought up his Ford Tractor and used the bucket and blade to clear the lots and pile the 

snow up. I know this past Sunday, February 17, there was ice everywhere. Kent was at the 

Church at 9am to salt the walks to make it safer for us all. He doesn’t attend Sunday School as a 

rule, but he knew we did and was there working. Then he went home, changed clothes and was 

back to sing in the choir. Thanks a bunch, you guys. 

So, when you see these guys, say thanks to them. They do a lot of work behind the scenes to 

make things safe for us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 2019 
 

ELDERS: Kathy Welch, Lyndsey Johnson, Crystal Gomes, Jodi Phillips, Liz Johnson, Tammy 

Duley, and Michelle Lane. 
 

DEACONS: Cozy Hoover, Beth Martin, Linda Riley, Melissa Herron, Lynsey Vermillion and 

Alissa Holder. 
 

TRUSTEES: Kent Kowal, Randy Welch, Tim Ulm, Darren Berry, Ben Vermillion, and Jay Ulm. 



 
 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 

on Sunday, March 10. 
 

 Don ’ t fo rget  to  s et your 

clocks ahead one hour and 

note the new times for: 
 

Sunday school 
 

9:15am 
 

Worship 
 

10:30am 
 

Fellowship 
 

11:30am (following worship) 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women The 

PW’s meet the second 

Friday of each month. 

Next meeting: 

Friday, March 8, 1pm 

*All women are welcome to join 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March Birthdays! 
 

1 Paula Monari 
 

11 Marianne Taylor 
 

23 Colton Evans 
 

24 Tim Ulm 
 

27 Diana Rolando 

 
 
 
 

PER CAPITA 2019 
 

The Per Capita amount for each member of the Farmington Presbyterian Church for 2019 

is $34.22. This is not an assessment or dues, but a covetable relationship with the greater church. 
 

This amount is not in our 2019 budget, but paid as collected from each member to the 

Presbytery of Great Rivers. This money is used by the Presbytery to fund all of its administrative 

and mission projects. We partner with other churches in our Presbytery and are called to share 

Christ’s love by partnering in Service, Uniting in Worship and Risking in Ministry. 
 

46 members paid their per capita in 2018, approximately 40%.  All organizations need money to 

enable them to preform and provide all that is expected from them. We are asking that everyone 

consider the important work of the Great Rivers Presbytery and support it by paying the 2019 Per 

Capita apportionment.  Per Capita giving envelopes are in your collection envelope box, or can be 

sent directly to the church. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from Pastor Andy! 
 

I am looking forward to serving you as your Pastor and to getting to know 
you all better. Some important dates to keep in mind: I'm moving into the 
manse on Friday, March 1. However, please know that my first day in the 
office as your pastor will be Thursday, March 7. Please feel free to contact me 
after March 7 if you have any questions. My first day in the pulpit will be 
Sunday, March 10. 

I am so excited about beginning our journey together. My tentative office 
hours will be: Monday and Tuesday from 9:30AM-12:00PM and Wednesday 
and Thursday from 1:00PM-5PM. f course I'll be working other hours, but 
these are the hours you can usually find me in the office. I will firm these up 
with the Session before making permanent office hours. 

 

 

Also, I want to share with you my policy for Social Media. I am on 
Facebook and Instagram. f you want to add me as your "friend", please feel 
free and I will approve your request. However, I will not send friend requests 
because I want to respect your privacy. I urge you to keep in mind that these 
are my personal Facebook and Instagram profiles. I am looking forward to 
being your pastor! 

 

 

Pastor Andy 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Ongoing Prayers: Todd Guidi; Chris’s friend, cancer-stage 4; Ed Goggin; Deb Benton family; Kevin Martin; 

Angie; Sally (Grebe) Seaman; Diana, friend of Tony and Diana; Becky LaBron, cancer;  Eddie Fryman; Jean 

Peterson; Isabell Haggard (infection); Marilyn Johnson, CA (Cheryl’s daughters, friend); Jan Dowell (Kari 

Berry’s work friend); Stacy Dowell, cancer; Farmington family (mother has incurable cancer) Sharon 

Phillips (Kevin’s Aunt) lung cancer; Glenene Benson;  Ruth Tusek; Diane Morton; Beth Martin; Elizabeth 

& Will Jackson; Rhonda (Chris’s friend); Colton Evans, mono; Cody & Marie Blunier; Lyndsey Johnson; 

Lois  (Diana’s  Aunt);  Michelle,  testing  (Chris’s  sister);  Sue,  aneurysm,  Erin  (Melz)  Lucas’  mother 

(apartment flooded); Jay Ulm, recovery from surgery. 

Hospital: Alex Hanan, relative of the Fryman’s; John Jacob, stroke (Sam’s nephew). 
Those in Assisted Living: Kenny Holmstrom, Barbara Frank, Velma Petty, Marj Guidi, Keith Quin, and 
Amber Lercher at Courtyard Estates in Farmington; Dianna Threw at Farmington Country Manor; Hazel 
Morby at Courtyard Estates in Canton; Leigh Ann Taylor, The Loft in Canton. 
Bereavement:  Don Lightfoot Family (Jean Peterson’s, brother) Jeff Radcliffe Family (Donna DeGroot’s, 
nephew); Jack Fryman Family (Ed’s cousin); Erma Hootman Family; Wayne Stear Family (Kari Berry’s, 
uncle). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please,  let the office or  pastor know  of 

any additions or corrections or if a name 

needs removed. Our prayer chain: If you 

have an urgent prayer request, contact Pat 

Welker at 309-338-4575. She will then pass 

the prayer request along. 



 
 

 
 

The Burning Bush 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

83 North Cone Street 

Farmington IL  61531-1248 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessings on: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COME WORSHIP WITH US 

SUNDAY’S Sunday 

School 9:30AM Fellowship 

Time 10:30AM Worship 

Service 11:00AM 

Join us for a great message and God s̃ 

word! Enjoy wonderful music and 

fellowship 

òIn the 

Beginning 

was the 

Word, and 

the Word 

was with 

God, and 

the Word 

was God.ó 

(John 1:1) 


