
 

When Your Church Is Without a Pastor 
 
By Dale A. Robbins 

Pastoral change is not the end of the world. Change is a part of life, and although there will definitely 

be a need for some extra patience and flexibility by everyone in the congregation, you and your 

church will get through this… especially if you follow these tips: 

1. Be Faithful to Attend Services – The lack of a permanent pastor can make some feel less enthused 

or connected with the church and may promote more frequent absences or visitations to other 

churches. However, if there was ever a time your church needed you, this is it. Instead of finding more 

excuses to stay away, this should be a time to increase your faithfulness in every area. Don’t be a fair-

weather friend of the church… but remain faithful even during such cloudy or uncertain times. 

2. Be a Person of Prayer – People in the church must always be persons sincerely devoted to prayer… 

but even more so during a time that their church is without a pastor. If he can, our enemy, Satan, will 

attempt to use the pastoral vacancy to incite mischief, conflict, and discouragement in the flock, so 

prayer and spiritual vigilance is especially important during this time. 

3. Be Extra Patient and Understanding – An interim period for any church may become tense and 

stressful, creating the possible atmosphere for any number of misunderstandings, so it is very helpful 

for everyone to add an extra seasoning of patience and sweetness to their attitudes. Usually, once the 

pastor is gone, the congregation will discover many of the things he did. Suddenly, the organization 

may not be run as smoothly as it once was… tasks may fall through the cracks or be forgotten about. 

It is not a time to criticize or find fault but be understanding and pitch in and help make up the 

shortfalls. 

4. Continue to Contribute Financially – During a time of leadership transition, church finances can 

often become one of the first casualties to suffer… so it is vitally important for you to remain 

steadfast with your tithes and offerings. Remember, the tithe belongs to the Lord, and continue to be 

faithful to Him, regardless of the changing nature of his church. 
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5. Volunteer More than Usual – Sometimes people look at changes in church leadership, as an 

opportunity to make changes of their own... perhaps to leave the church or to give up a position or 

responsibility. Not only is this a poor time to abandon the church but is a critical time to step up and 

volunteer more than normal. 

The church is not merely an agency to provide a service or benefit to you… the church is a 

relationship-based community, a family, where people serve and bless “each other” mutually… and it 

takes everyone’s participation to make it work the way it should. Another way to look at it, the church 

isn’t as much like a restaurant, where patrons are “served” and “pampered” …but is more like a pot-

luck dinner where everyone brings a dish to share with each other. 

6. Help Contribute to Unity – During times uncertainty within an organization, voices of 

discouragement and discontent can often be heard in the ranks… but this is a moment your influence 

of support and encouragement is so needed to help promote peace and unity in the body. “Talk up” 

the church among your friends, speak encouragement and help promote harmony. 

There can be a variety of other outstanding leaders, elders, deacons in a church who will undoubtedly 

help bring unity and stability… but unless these persons have established recognized credibility, have 

spoken frequently before the body, or have expertise dealing with the varieties of personalities and 

sensitivities within a body, they will have their hands full. It can take considerable experience and tact 

to be a peacemaker and unify people... and helps if everyone will be a part of the solution, and not a 

part of the problem. 

7. Avoid Church Politics – Politics is essentially a competition or struggle for control, influence or 

leadership, associated with promoting one’s self, opinions, or striving for position… something that is 

quite contrary to the theocratic philosophy of leadership that God ordained for His church. 

Unfortunately, power struggles are frequent in many churches and do far more harm than good. Do 

your best to contribute to the harmony of the body of believers and cooperate with those who are 

duly authorized to lead. Do not contend with those in authority, but support and pray for them… and 

let God make whatever changes that are needed. If everyone will seek to humble themselves, love 

and serve, God has an amazing way to bring people together with an obvious awareness of those 

whom He has chosen to lead. 

8. Don’t Waste the Opportunity – What about the interim time between the pastor’s departure and 

the new pastor’s arrival? There is often a prevailing attitude that the spiritual focus and ministry of 

the church is suspended or stagnant during this period… but this shouldn’t be. God still has a vital 

purpose for every service, guest speaker or the ministry of an interim pastor… and it is important for 

the congregation to remain faithful and engaged, so that God’s intended work can be accomplished. 



 

 

9. Finally, Don't Panic and Be at Peace! Do your part to pray, contribute and help as we have 

suggested... but the church will do better if everyone remains calm and steadfast in faith. Ultimately 

our Lord Jesus cares more about His church more than any of us do. Trust and rest in the fact that He 

stated that "He" will build His church... and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it! (Matt 16:18) 

SNIPPETS 

     by Pat 

Snippets from the July 21 Session Meeting: 
CLERK’S REPORT – 

  Nothing to report. 

FINANCIAL EXPERTISE:  Kathy Welch – Kathy went over the financial reports.  She again 
discussed the Ameren Illinois bill and that it is time to pick another electrical supplier if we so 
choose.    
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
o Worship Team – Liz (chair), Beth, Sam Sprecher, Diana Rolando & Jane Rutledge.  

 Worship committee report...have added Rev Frosty Krummel and Rev Jenny Suydam to our 
guest speakers this month. Returning speakers were/are Rev Sue Krummel, Chip Roland and 
Liz Weber. We have been blessed with some truly awesome messages from these amazing 
speakers. 

 Thanks to Jane for her videos, Brady for displaying Graduates, July 4th and VBS pictures at 
the beginning of our services.  

 Huge thanks to Crystal, Alissa and Bonnie for our wonderful children's time messages. 
 Beth and Sam are planning to attend a Kidder Music conference on Church Music on August 

27th. 
o Christian Education Team – Beth (chair) & Alissa 

 The Knights of North Castle VBS was a success.  Attendance was between 21 & 28 each 
night.  Too many names to mention of all who helped out, but they were all appreciated. 
$189 was given for the Food Pantry along with many items for them.  

     A big shout out to Crystal who started the work on VBS 2 years ago, before Covid.  It was great 

to finally make her vision a reality.  It was also good to be able to offer VBS to the community 

again. 

o Stewardship/Finance/Memorial/Personnel Team – Steffanie (chair), Liz & Alissa 

 Personnel - We were successful in getting our MIF Lite posted on the Presbytery Match. We 
have received 1 match and 1 self-referral.  Rev. Laura will discuss steps to move forward. 

 Finance - July 4th Picnic was a success due to the overwhelming support of our church 
members.  We have cleared just over $1,000 in profit for our church's general fund (to be 
reported in August). See reports from Cindy Daniels and Mickie Ulm for June finances. 



 

 

o Fellowship and Mission Team – Nyle & Liz 
 No report. 

o Evangelism Team – Steffanie (chair) & Brady 

 No report. 
o Technology Team – Brady (chair) & Nyle 

 No report. 
o Nominating Team – Steffanie (chair), Deacon, At-Large 

 No report. 
o Deacon’s Report 
 Did not meet yet for July. 

o Trustees’ Report 
 No report. 

o Pastor’s Report 

 No Report 

OLD BUSINESS: (identified as ongoing issues that need to be addressed) 

 July 4th Picnic in the Park – Steffanie reported that the event provided over $1,000 to the 
Church general fund.  Exact amount will be reported in August.  She did report that 200 
burgers, 96 hotdogs, a case of potato chips and numerous desserts and soda/ water were 
sold.  All in all, a good day.  This is now complete.  

 MIF –  Finally complete and is online.  This is complete. 

 Steps to hire a Minister:  We have had two inquiries and are going to pursue one of them.  
The other will not be a good fit.  Pastor Edwin is going to send pastor interview questions 
to Steffanie. Liz continues to get folks to fill the Pulpit each week for us.    

 CE Bldg. Doors - N. Zobrist and Sons, Inc have completed the front handicap accessible doors 
for the CE Building.  The balance of the doors is on their agenda to be replaced in the next 
few months. 

NEW BUSINESS: (items that need to be addressed.) 

  Elder Tony Rolando resigned from Session on Wednesday, June 29, effective immediately.  
He said it was the best decision for him at this time.  He wanted to thank the Session for all 
their good work and dedication. – The Session voted to approve/accept the resignation, with 
regrets. 

 The Session voted to approve the request for use of CE Building by the PEO for following 
dates and times – May 2 and August 15 and September 20 which are all Tuesdays.  Time will 
be 6-9pm.  They also want to reserve Tuesday, December 6, from 5-9:30pm.  They also are 
suggesting that the PEO hostess consider raising their donation from $25 to $50 for use of 
the building, in lieu of the higher electrical rates. 

 The Session voted to approve the $200 fee to the Weekly Post for our Church ad. 
 The Session voted to close with prayer at 8pm with the next meeting August 11 at 7pm. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care Contact Information 

Church Address:  83 N. Cone St. Farmington, IL 61531 
Contact Phone: Pat Welker (309)338-4575 or  
                            Steffanie Ulm (309)678-3686 

Office Phone:  309-245-2914(messages checked weekly) 
Email:  firstpresfarmington@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church Officers 2022 

ELDERS: Liz Johnson, Brady Johnson, Beth Martin, Alissa Holder, Nyle Staley and 
Steffanie Ulm – Ministry Partner – Rev. Brandon Ouellette (1 open spot) 

 
DEACONS: Chris Evans, Marianne Taylor, Melissa Herron, Linda Riley, Pat 

Welker and Sue Lane 
 

TRUSTEES: Clark Evans, Ben Vermillion, Joe Herron, and Kevin Phillips  
(2 open trustee spots) 

 
TREASURERS:  Kathy Welch and Cindy Daniels 

 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mickie Ulm 

 
CLERK OF SESSION:  Pat Welker 

 

 

 



 

 

Mission Giving 

 

Food Pantry 
  

The Farmington Food Pantry is open on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 12:30pm – 
1:30 pm.  The Food Pantry is located at New Hope Fellowship Church 1102 N. State Route 78, 
Farmington, IL 61531. You do not even need to get out of your car.  It is open to anyone in the 
Farmington area school district or who lives in Elmwood. There is no income requirement. You can 
now follow the Food Pantry on Facebook at Farmington IL Food Pantry. 

 

Little Free Pantry 
 On the east side of the CE building, just south of the door, is a Little Free Pantry that the local 
Girl Scouts put together. This little free pantry is open and free for anyone, anytime. Feel free to drop 
off any food to help keep it stocked. Also, feel free to take any food that you might need, no 
questions asked. This food pantry supports those in our community who might need some extra food 
on those days when the Food Pantry is closed.  
 

Our Church Life 

 

Presbyterian Women 

      The next meeting will be Friday, September 9 at noon.  The Bible Study will be led by Pat 
Welker and the Least Coin given by Wanda Ohaver. 

      Remember that all women of the congregation are invited to join the meeting.  We have 
wonderful fellowship and would love to have you join us. 

 

Pulpit Supply 

Remember that each Sunday we have a different speaker to give us a message. We have had 
many great messages.  If you are not attending, you are missing out on hearing these wonderful folks.  
Please join us for worship. 

 

Session Elder 
      The Session is down one Elder.  We would love to fill the position now as opposed to waiting 

for January 2023.  If this is something you feel you can do, please let Steffanie Ulm or Pat Welker know.  

Thanks for your help. 

 

 



 

 

VBS – Knights of North Castle - by Beth Martin 
The Knights of North Castle VBS was a success.  Between 21 & 28 "knights in training" were in 

attendance each night.  The many volunteers led music, activity time, crafts, Bible story and 
snack.  We also had a special introduction to the story each night by Armor Joe & his Dragon 
"Sparky".  (Big Thanks go to Joe & Brielle Herron.)  There are too many names to mention of all who 
helped out physically, donated financially and covered our VBS in prayer, but they were all 
appreciated.  

Our mission for VBS was the local food pantries.  In the end, $189 was donated along with 
many grocery items.   

Each child who participated was given their own "sword of the spirit" (Holy Bible) and was 
dubbed as a "Knight of North Castle".  It was also good to be able to offer VBS to the community again 

 
VBS Success – by Pat Welker 

VBS was a great success.  If you think about the fact that we have not been able to hold VBS for 

3 years prior, it really went well this year.  Many folks from Church helped as well as people from 

Farmington Baptist and Yates City.  We had 25-30 kids plus 5-7 teen helpers each night.  The kitchen 

worked well, with Michelle, Sue Lane, Liz Johnson, and Sam Sprecher helping me run it.   

We served a meal each night to the kids and any helpers who wanted to eat.  Each night we had 

a treat that went along with the nightly Bible Study. We represented Shadrack Meshack and Abednego 

with marshmallow covered graham crackers. Colored sugar was sprinkled on to represent the fiery 

furnace & sour patch kids for the guys. Another night was David and Goliath and we made cocoa puff 

krispy’s treats shaped like stones.  The sling was made with rope licorice and fruit roll up pieces for 

the pouch of the sling.  Mary’s trip to Bethlehem was rice krispy treats with a frosting star and 3 teddy 

grahams for the wise men.  Jesus walks on water was cupcake with icing to look like water and sour 

patch kid for Jesus.   

The last night is always ice cream for kids and their families who come for the program.  We 

related it to the story of Paul and Silas in jail and then getting out.  The ice crem was a mountain and 

the sprinkles represented twigs, stones, etc. on mountain side.  Of course, we added sour patch kids.  

Everyone had a great time making the meals and treats and the kids really enjoyed them.  VBS was 

lots of fun and fellowship for all. 

 

Thank You All from VBS Kitchen – by Pat Welker 
 Besides all the food donated to VBS for the kitchen, there was also $310 donated for food costs. 

$110 of that was used. We are putting the remaining $200 toward the air conditioning costs.  Thanks 

so much for your generosity from VBS Kitchen Staff (Sam Sprecher, Liz Johnson, Sue Lane, Michelle Lane 

and Pat Welker. 



 

 

Monthly Calendars 

August 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 10:30 AM 
Communion 
Rev. Cheryl 
Lunday 

8 9 10 11 
Session 6PM 

12 13 
 

14 10:30 AM 
Dean Warner 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 
 

19 20 

21 10:30 AM 
Rev. Dr. Laura 
Reason 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 

28 10:30 AM 
Dean Warner 
 

29 30 
 

31 
 

   

September 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 
 

2 3 

4 Communion 
10:30 AM 
 

5 Labor Day 
 

6 7 8 
 

9 PW noon 10 

11 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 
Begins 
 

12 13 
 

14 15 
 

16 17 

18 10:30 AM 
 

19 
 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 24 
 

25 10:30 AM 26 27 28 
 

29 
 

30  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
                                                                                          
 
                                                                                        

 
                     
 

 
 
 
 
                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prayer Request  
Joys: Marissa & Tate had a new son, Crosby Ray; Melody Martin’s college is fully paid with scholarship; 

Tammy Duley finished chemo! VBS was a success! July 4th Picnic in the Park was a success!  

 
Concerns: Brielle Herron fractured her ankle; Carter Rolando had shoulder surgery; Dave Moremond, Wanda 

Ohaver’s son-in-law; Corbin Rutledge, Sam Rutledge, Tammy Duley cancer recovery, Dave Waggoner cancer 

journey, Bonnie’s co-worker’s Michelle & Michelle in their separate cancer recovery journeys; JoAnn Ray 

cancer journey.  

 

Bereavement: Gisela & Hubert Schuman family; Pauline Sprowls daughter, Paula Mooney 
 
Those in Assisted Living: Wilma Brentz at Courtyard Estates; Leigh Ann Taylor, The Loft; Eileen (Diana 

Rolando’s mom) Red Oak Estates, Pat Threw, Proctor Home.      

 
                                                        
 
 

 

September Birthday 
1 Ethan Ulm; Mary Ulm 2 Steve Johnson; 3 Wanda Ohaver 21 Sydney 
Johnson; Steffanie Ulm; 22 Todd Guidi 23 Mickie Ulm 26 Landry Duley 

 

August Anniversaries 

8 Ralph & Pat Welker 12 Darrel & Crystal Gomes 

 

September Anniversaries 
3 Delano & Wanda Ohaver; 25 Ben & Lynsey Vermillion;  

27 Tim & Mickie Ulm; 30 Nicholas & Ciara Ulm 

 

 

August Birthday 

4   Kay Fairburn 5  Kathleen Kowal; Pat Threw 7  Sue Lane; Ralph Welker    

18  Deb O’Donnell; Beth Martin 23  Bonnie Suydam 
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We try to keep our BB prayer list as current as possible.  
Please notify the office to update a prayer request 
listed, to add a new prayer request, or to remove a 

prayer request.  Please contact us at 
firstpresfarmington@gmail.com  

 

Guest Preachers for the Month of Aug. 
 

Aug 7 – Rev. Cheryl Lunday 
 
Aug 14 – Dean Warner 
 
Aug 21 – Rev. Dr. Laura Reason 
 
Aug 28 – Dean Warner 
 
 

If you would like to add something to 
next month’s Burning Bush, please submit 
it to the office by the last Monday of the 
month. We prefer receiving it by email at 

firstpresfarmington@gmail.com.   
 

Did you know that our church is on Facebook and 
YouTube? Like and Subscribe to our pages to keep up-

to-date on the latest happenings! 

We thank you for sending in your tithes and offerings, especially.  You 
may either bring your tithes and offerings to worship or you may send 
your tithes and offerings directly to Mickie Ulm, our financial secretary.  
Her address is 516 Idlewhile Ct., Farmington, IL 61531. 

Moving….Please be sure to provide your new 
contact information to the church office or a 
session member. 

mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
The Burning Bush                                                                                                                                             
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                                                                                                         
83 North Cone Street                                                                                                                              
Farmington IL  61531-1248 

 
 

  

  
  

  
          
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US: 
First Presbyterian Church of Farmington, IL 

Worship Service is at 10:30AM, Sunday 
mornings, on Facebook Live and in person 

 
Video of worship service will be posted on: 

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington, IL  

&  
On the website: 

www.firstpresfarmington.com 
 

 

  
         
  
  
        
                
              

  

    

Blessings on:  
 

http://www.firstpresfarmington.com/

