
 

Reformation Sunday – What is it, and Why Does it Matter 
September 30, 2021 by breyeschow 

Every year on the last Sunday in October, many churches set aside the day as “Reformation Sunday.”If 
you didn’t grow up with this practice, you may wonder where this tradition comes from, and why 
some congregations continue to practice it. So … what is Reformation Sunday, and why should we 
care? 

The History of Reformation Sunday 
Our story begins in the 16th century – 1517, to be exact. Bear with us here – what follows is a very 
simplified explanation of complex theological, political, and economic events that all coincided. 
Across Europe, the Roman Catholic Church was engaged in one of the greatest fundraisers in all of 
history. 
 
If a person – out of contrition for their sins and as a sign of repentance – made a financial gift to help 
with the building Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome, then the church would furnish that person with a 
certificate acknowledging that gift and promising that they or their loved ones would be freed from a 
portion of the misery expected in the afterlife. 
 
In short, the church at that time taught that even those bound for heaven had to be cleansed of their 
earthly sins and this cleansing (purging) in the afterlife took place in a place called Purgatory. The 
certificates offered by the church (called “Indulgences”) promised to lessen this time of cleansing for 
oneself or others who have already died. 
 
There were some very nuanced explanations of this practice at the time. 
And there were other very crass explanations that basically amounted to people paying to be 
forgiven. 
 
November 1st was an important day for the selling and buying of these indulgences, known as All 
Saints Day on the church’s calendar. 
 
The day before a German Monk named Martin Luther posted a list of 95 Theses – 95 reasons that he 
objected to this practice of selling indulgences. Along with other writings by Martin Luther, those 95 
Reasons went viral. 
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Luther insisted that we are not forgiven because of anything we do – including the buying of 
Indulgences or doing enough good work. Instead, we are forgiven because of who God is. We are 
loved and forgiven because God is full of grace and mercy. 
 
His teachings and writings got Martin Luther kicked out of the church. But he didn’t go alone. Others 
agreed with him, and after his death those who agreed with Luther became known as Lutherans and 
also as Protestants. 
 
Every Protestant church traces their roots back to this moment in history. 
 
Why Does Reformation Sunday Matter? 
October 31st, 1517 was a long time ago. Why does it continue to matter and be remembered in our 
churches today? 
 
1. Reformation Sunday gives us a chance to tell our story – a chance to remember. 
We all have a family story – how we got to this point in history. Stories about parents and 
grandparents, about the things that have shaped our families over the years. Reformation Sunday is a 
day when we remember and re-tell the family stories of our faith. Stories about men and women who 
came before us and taught us about the faith. Stories about people who risked everything so that we 
would be able to gather and worship in the manner that we do. 
 
2. Reformation Sunday reminds us of the most important things. 
Throughout the year we preach about many things in church. About how we live our daily lives, the 
choices we make, the habits of our faith. On Reformation Sunday we are brought back to the most 
important thing – the thing that compelled Luther and others to risk their lives. 
On Reformation Sunday, we return to the core of our faith: God loved us first, and God continues to 
shower us with grace and mercy. 
 
3. Reformation Sunday challenges us to do better 
Through re-telling our story and returning to the core of our faith, Reformation Sunday prods us to do 
better. 
 
We are called to be more loving and grace-filled, because God was gracious and merciful to us. We 
are called to repent of the times that we have placed barriers that have kept others from hearing the 
Good News. We are called to remember that all that we are is a gift from God. 
In the church in Wittenberg where Martin Luther preached, there is a wonderful painting. In it Luther 
stands in the pulpit on the right hand side, and the people stand on the left. In between people and 
the preacher is Christ on the cross. Reformation Sunday is a reminder that this is the bedrock of our 
faith – the grace and mercy given to us in Jesus Christ. Keeping the most important thing in the center 
of the picture is the only hope for our faith and for this community that we call “church.” 

  



 

 

SNIPPETS 

     by Pat 

Snippets from the September 8 Session Meeting: 
CLERK’S REPORT – 

•  Email sent August 30 for approval of the contract for the Interim Minister.  Contract will run 
from Oct 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023 (with option to renew 6 or more months with possible 
modifications to the cash salary).   Next, the contract will go to COM for approval. All Elders 
approved. 

FINANCIAL EXPERTISE - In Kathy’s absence, Steffanie will discuss the financials during her 
Committee Reports below. 
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
o Worship Team – Liz (chair), Beth, Sam Sprecher, Diana Rolando & Jane Rutledge.  

▪ Pulpit supply is filled for Sept, hopefully Rev. Cindy will start in Oct, with only vacation and 
emergency supply needed.  We have a nice list of supply people available now. 

o Christian Education Team – Beth (chair) & Alissa 
▪ All Sunday School supplies handed out.  Ready to start Sept. 11. 
▪ Scavenger Hunt was fun for those who attended.  There were 12 kids as well as several 

adults in attendance, 
▪ Beth noted that the choir is going to practice on September 21 and then sing during worship 

on September 25. 
o Stewardship/Finance/Memorial/Personnel Team – Steffanie (chair), Liz & Alissa 

▪ Personnel  - COM approval the contract for our Interim candidate, Pastor Cindy Bean.  She 
plans to start Oct. 1. She’s planning to bring some of her household items starting this week.  
We’ve reached out to Trustees and to ready the manse. 

▪ Finance – Treasurer Cindy Daniels requested, via an Email, that the Premium Money Market 
Savings and Premium Money Market Building Fund Accounts be combined to get better 
interest.  The Session voted to approve combining those accounts.   Steffanie then went over 
the financials papers. 

▪ Stewardship & Memorial – No report. 
o Fellowship and Mission Team – Nyle & Liz 

▪ No report. 
o Evangelism Team – Steffanie (chair) & Brady 

• No report. 
o Technology Team – Brady (chair) & Nyle 

• No report. 
o Nominating Team – Steffanie (chair), Deacon, At-Large 

▪ No report. 
o Deacon’s Report 

 
 
 



 

 

DEACONS MEETING 
AUGUST 28, 2022 

The Deacons met on Sunday, August 28 in the CE Building after worship.  Meeting opened at 
11:40am with prayer by Chair Chris Evans.  Those in attendance were Chris Evans, Missy Herron, Sue 
Lane, Linda Riley, Marianne Taylor and Pat Welker. 

July Minutes were approved.  Treasurer’s balance is $123.20. 
Cards sent: Since the June meeting Chris sent 2 cards, Sue 2, Missy 2, Marianne 2, Linda 0 and Pat 

21. 
Sunday, August 7, Communion served to 26.  Next Communion will be September 4, Sunday, with 

Pat bringing bread and Chris helping.  Sue will be able to help as needed. 
Next big projects for Deacons will be providing a Thanksgiving Basket to a local family, Hanging of 

the Greens and Christmas Gifts for our Shut-ins.  Be thinking of good ideas.  
Deacons need to visit our shut-ins.  Wilma Brentz is at Courtyard, Sue Utsinger at Farmington 

Nursing Home and Leigh Anne Taylor at The Loft. 
Next meeting TBD. 
Meeting closed at 11:50 am with prayer by Chris. 
o Trustees’ Report 
▪ No report. 

o Pastor’s Report 

• No Report 
OLD BUSINESS: (identified as ongoing issues that need to be addressed) 

• Interim Minister – This is complete. 

• CE Bldg. Doors - N. Zobrist and Sons, Inc. have the balance of the doors being replaced in the 
CE Building on their agenda. 

NEW BUSINESS: (items that need to be addressed.) 
▪  Clerk Pat is starting the review of the Active Members List to see if any adjustments can be 

made. 
▪ The Session voted to close with prayer at 6:50pm with the next meeting Thursday,  

October 13 at 6pm. 

  
First Presbyterian Church Officers 2022 

ELDERS: Liz Johnson, Brady Johnson, Beth Martin, Alissa Holder, Nyle Staley and 
Steffanie Ulm – Ministry Partner – Rev. Brandon Ouellette (1 open spot) 

 
DEACONS: Chris Evans, Marianne Taylor, Melissa Herron, Linda Riley, Pat 

Welker and Sue Lane 
 

TRUSTEES: Clark Evans, Ben Vermillion, Joe Herron, and Kevin Phillips  
(2 open trustee spots) 

 
TREASURERS:  Kathy Welch and Cindy Daniels 

 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mickie Ulm 

 
CLERK OF SESSION:  Pat Welker 

 



 

 

Welcome to Interim Pastor Cindy Bean  

Cindy Bean has been married to fellow Presbyterian minister Kerry Bean since 1990.  Kerry 

pastors the PC(USA) congregation in Carbondale, IL.  Kerry and Cindy have two sons – Jeremiah who is 

an ER resident at OSF Peoria and married to Morgan and parents of Lilly (born in February of 2021); 

and Joshua who works for Holiday Inn Express and his significant other Kassie. 

Cindy has served Presbyterian and UCC congregations in Kentucky, Indiana, New York, and 

Illinois.  She has served four congregations as an Interim Pastor. Cindy was also the Stated Clerk for 

the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois for over 15 years. 

While Cindy is living and working alongside you in Farmington, she will be helping when 

needed with childcare for granddaughter Lilly – primarily with pickup or drop-off at childcare, possibly 

making dinner or spending the night when her parents are both on night shifts. Maybe Lilly will get to 

come to church some Sundays!  Yes, Cindy and Kerry will be living separately much of the time, but 

they have done this before – for 5 ½ years. This time the sacrifice is made sweeter by allowing Cindy 

additional time with her granddaughter and her parents! 

Session is very happy for the support Pastor Cindy will provide in the transition time of our 

church to obtain a pastor. We thank her for her time and talents and welcome her into our church 

family. 

Mission Giving 

 

Food Pantry 
  

The Farmington Food Pantry is open on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 12:30pm – 
1:30 pm.  The Food Pantry is located at New Hope Fellowship Church 1102 N. State Route 78, 
Farmington, IL 61531. You do not even need to get out of your car.  It is open to anyone in the 
Farmington area school district or who lives in Elmwood. There is no income requirement. You can 
now follow the Food Pantry on Facebook at Farmington IL Food Pantry. 

 

Little Free Pantry 
 On the east side of the CE building, just south of the door, is a Little Free Pantry that the local 
Girl Scouts put together. This little free pantry is open and free for anyone, anytime. Feel free to drop 
off any food to help keep it stocked. Also, feel free to take any food that you might need, no 
questions asked. This food pantry supports those in our community who might need some extra food 
on those days when the Food Pantry is closed.  
 
 
 



 

 

Our Church Life 

 

Presbyterian Women 

      The Presbyterian Women met on Friday, September 9 with 8 ladies present.  We enjoyed a 
noon potluck with a wonderful choice of foods.  We also had a business meeting and Bible Study.  
We are almost done with our current study book, Living a Chocolate Life, so will be looking into a 
new study book that we will have for the future.  We all enjoyed great food, fellowship and study.  
Next meeting is Friday, October 14 at 1pm.  Hope you can join us. 

 

Pulpit Supply 
During the months since Pastor Andy left, our congregation has had many people filling the 

pulpit for us and giving us many inspired messages.  We were very lucky to have so many great 
people available to us. 

I personally want to thank one of these folks in particular.  Dean Warner, who is neither a lay 
pastor nor minister was here practically every other Sunday.  He gives such a great message, time 
after time.  He knows the Bible and his messages are tied to the many events covered in the Bible. 
Dean is a really a special person for our Church.   I will look forward to having him again in the future. 

So, a big thank you to all who filled in with inspiring messages, but especially to Dean Warner.  
Thanks so much – Pat Welker. 

 
 

CHOIR 
The Choir is back.  They sang for the first time this fall, on Sunday, September 25.  There were 

only 8 people but you would never know there were only that many.  They sang great songs and were 
very enjoyable.  There were a couple new folks and a couple regulars that were not there.  So 
hopefully they continue singing for us in the coming weeks.  It was great.  Thanks Choir and Diana for 

playing the music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Monthly Calendars 

October 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2  
10:30AM 
Worship  
Communion 
No Sunday School 

3 
 

4 
 

5 6 
 

7 8 

9 
10:30AM 
Worship 
No Sunday School 

10 11 12 
 

13 
Session 6pm 
CE Building 

14 15 

16 
10:30AM 
Worship 

17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 22 
 

23 
10:30AM 
Worship 

24 25 26 
 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 
10:30AM 
Worship 
Reformation Sunday 

31 
Halloween 

     

November 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
Communion 

7 8 9 10 
Session  
6PM 

11 12 

13 
10:30 AM 
Worship 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
10:30  
Worship 
Hanging of the Greens 

21 22 23 24 
Thanksgiving 

25 26 

27 
10:30AM Worship 
1st Sunday in Advent 

28 29 30    



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
                                                                                                                                                                               

 
                     
 

 
 
 
 
                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prayer Request  
Joys: New Interim Pastor Cindy Bean is joining us October 1st! Sunday School has returned! Choir has 

returned! 

 
Concerns: Blanche Wilson had a tumble in her yard and is recovering at home; Alissa Holder’s friend 

Christina – terrible car wreck and recovering from multiple injuries; Carter Rolando had shoulder surgery; 

Dave Moremond, Wanda Ohaver’s son-in-law; Corbin Rutledge, Sam Rutledge, Tammy Duley cancer 

recovery, Dave Waggoner cancer journey, Bonnie’s co-worker’s Michelle & Michelle in their separate cancer 

recovery journeys; JoAnn Ray cancer journey.  

 

Bereavement:  
 
Those in Assisted Living: Wilma Brentz at Courtyard Estates; Leigh Ann Taylor, The Loft; Eileen (Diana 

Rolando’s mom) Red Oak Estates, Pat Threw, Proctor Home.      

 
                                                        
 
 

 

November Birthdays 
  7 Trevor Martin; Gayle Lucas 8 Brady Johnson; Delano Ohaver; Tate Ulm; 
11 Karen Goggin-Wilson 13 Aniston McMaster 14 Cozy Hoover 15 Pat Welker; 
Tony Rolando 16 Larry Roberson 

 

October Anniversaries 

  20 Liz & Steve Johnson 25 Ryan & Heather McMaster 27 Gayle Lucas & Paul 

Watters 30 Darren & Kari Berry 

 

November Anniversaries 
10 Mike & Paula Monari; 26 Randy & Kathy Welch; 30 Gary & Cozy Hoover 

 

 

October Birthdays 

 8 Dale Bensen 10 Haven McMaster 11 Lori Danley 12 Morgun Daniels 14 

Adela Herron 23 Kurt Daniels 25 Brielle Herron 29 Ben Vermillion 31 Gary 

Hoover, Wilma Brentz 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We try to keep our BB prayer list as current as possible.  
Please notify the office to update a prayer request 
listed, to add a new prayer request, or to remove a 

prayer request.  Please contact us at 
firstpresfarmington@gmail.com  

 

If you would like to add something to 
next month’s Burning Bush, please submit 
it to the office by the last Monday of the 
month. We prefer receiving it by email at 

firstpresfarmington@gmail.com.   
 

Did you know that our church is on Facebook and 
YouTube? Like and Subscribe to our pages to keep up-

to-date on the latest happenings! 

We thank you for sending in your tithes and offerings, especially.  You 
may either bring your tithes and offerings to worship or you may send 
your tithes and offerings directly to Mickie Ulm, our financial secretary.  
Her address is 516 Idlewhile Ct., Farmington, IL 61531. 

Moving….Please be sure to provide your new 
contact information to the church office or a 
session member. 

mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com
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COME WORSHIP WITH US: 
First Presbyterian Church of Farmington, IL 

Worship Service is at 10:30AM, Sunday 
mornings, on Facebook Live and in person 

 
Video of worship service will be posted on: 

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington, IL  

&  
On the website: 

www.firstpresfarmington.com 
 

 

  
         
  
  
        
                
              

  

    

Blessings on:  

 

“In the 

Beginning 

was the 

Word, and 

the Word 

was with 

God, and 

the Word 

was God.”    

(John 1:1) 
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