
 

By the time you read this newsletter article. I will have been working alongside you for three 

months.  Unbelievably, I have been sick except for the first two weeks during which I enjoyed the 

Spoon River Drive-Thru and the last two weeks of the year during which I enjoyed the Children’s 

Christmas Program and the Choir’s Cantata AND of course the Christmas services. I truly appreciate 

your grace and patience while my body battled virus after virus.  Who knew that survival and the 

basics would be my goals for my first three month here?! 

As we enter 2023, you should know that as a Transitional Minister, the Presbytery of Great 

Rivers has charged me to work with the congregation to fulfill the five “developmental tasks” of 

congregations in transition. I will be discussing them in my newsletter articles in the coming months.  I 

will be addressing those tasks in sermons and conversations as the Spirit leads. You will be the fifth 

congregation who whom I have worked with while in transition and you must know that I believe that 

this work – these five tasks are critical to a strong partnership with your next pastoral leader and for 

your ministry in the community. 

Please know that we will have challenging conversations in the days, weeks, and months 

ahead. Part of my call here is to ask questions that don’t have “perfect” answers but will have a whole 

host of good options based on your gifts and God’s leading. The goal of these conversations is to lead 

you to exploring a bright and joyful future where dreams lived out can make a difference in the lives 

of church members, friends, families, this community, this world. The goal will be to live out the 

gospel message of Jesus Christ! 

You will also want to know that I will ask questions or try out options that may not be my 

personal preference or play to my strengths but doing so may prepare you to work with someone 

very different from me.  Additionally, by trying experiments in how we work and worship together 

you may gain deep clarity on what type of ministry and leadership you are best equipped for and 

what you need from your next pastoral leader to carry that out. Ultimately, the search committee and 

the entire congregation will be able to clearly articulate the vision that God has for your ministry in 

the years to come and will be looking for a pastoral leader who feels excited about that vision too! 

One last thing you must know is that when my time here is over, I will be leaving with 

memories but not on-going relationships. Based on my past experience, I will miss you dearly and 

think of you often, but I won’t call you or text you or message you. If I stay in this Presbytery, I may 

see you at Presbytery gatherings and meetings and I would love to catch up on what’s new in your 

life. Some of you may choose to send me a Christmas card/letter and I would be thrilled to receive 

them.  However, I will not be presiding at any funerals, weddings, baptisms related to the life of this 
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congregation in any location. I will not be your sounding board if challenging times present 

themselves.  I will, however, be cheering you on from the sidelines, praying that you see the blessings 

that God calls you to bestow on others, knowing the Jesus Christ will be embodied in your ministry, 

and that the Holy Spirit will inspire you daily. 

 

Here are the tasks that we will be addressing: 

1) Coming to terms with history 

2) Discovering a new congregational identity 

3) Facilitating shifts in lay leadership and changes in congregational power structures 

4) Rethinking and renewing denominational linkages 

5) Preparing for new pastoral leadership and a new future. 

 

Blessings, Pastor Cindy 

SNIPPETS      
by Pat 

Snippets from the December 8 Session Meeting: 
CLERK’S REPORT – 

•  No email/text votes. 

MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
o Worship Team – Liz (chair), Beth, Sam Sprecher, Diana Rolando & Jane Rutledge. 

▪ Advent readers are all volunteered for. 
▪ Lots of people stayed to get our sanctuary decorated during Hanging of the Greens. Lunch 

was wonderful (thanks to Ryan and family for making soup). Liz made cookies/Pat made 
Texas cakes. 

▪ Cantata is coming along well. 
o Christian Education Team – Beth (chair) & Alissa 

▪ Christmas Kids’ program is coming along. 
o Stewardship/Finance/Memorial/Personnel Team – Steffanie (chair), Liz & Alissa 

▪ Finance – 2023 Budget was discussed and then the Session voted to approve it. 
▪ Stewardship/Memorial/Personnel – No report. 

o Fellowship and Mission Team – Liz & Ryan 
▪ Ryan to prepare a sign-up for 2023 and start passing it. 

o Evangelism Team – Steffanie (chair) & Brady 

• No report. 
o Technology Team – Brady (chair) & Ryan 

▪ Brady reported that one of the Video screens in the sanctuary is not working.  He added 
that they are 50” screens that are 15+ years old.  Brady proposed replacing them with 



 

 

either 75” screens @ about $4,000 or 60” screens @ about $3,000.  These would be 
commercial grade TVs.  After discussions, the Session voted to approve the purchase of 
the 60” TVs, hopefully receiving them by February 2023.  There will be additional 
equipment required for purchase by spring for around $700. It was also agreed that the 
congregation be told of this plan and ask for donations toward the purchases. 

o Nominating Team – Complete 
o Deacon’s Report 

DEACONS MEETING 
NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

 
The Deacons met on Sunday, November 13 in the CE Building after worship.  Meeting opened 

at 11:42am with prayer by Chair Chris Evans.  Those in attendance were Chris Evans, Missy Herron, 
Sue Lane, Marianne Taylor, Pastor Cindy and Pat Welker. 

October Minutes were approved.  Treasurer’s balance is $123.20. 
Cards sent: Since the August meeting Chris sent 4 cards, Marianne 3, Sue 8, Missy none yet,  

and Pat 16. 
Sunday, November 6, Communion served to 28.  Next Communion will be December 4, Sunday, 

with Pat bringing bread, Chris and Missy helping.  Sue will take care of any needed parament changes.  
There will also be Communion at the Christmas Eve Service. 

Hanging of the Greens will take place on Sunday, November 20.  We will be in charge of the 
Sanctuary decorating.  There will be a Soup Luncheon provided.  Chris will get some crafts for the kids 
to make to take home. 

Deacons are once again going to be providing a Thanksgiving Basket to a local family.  Chris had 
contacted the school about a family that we could help.  There was a mother who died unexpectedly 
and leaves behind a husband, a boy in school, one who just graduated and a daughter who is married 
with 4 children.  The family is lost without their Wife/Mother and the daughter is trying to help them.  
In addition, the school age boy will have a birthday right before Thanksgiving.  After discussion, we 
decided to give them a $100 gift card to the grocery store.  Several Deacons are going to donate 
additional money to get a gift card to Walmart for the kids to use for special gifts for themselves.  
Chris will deliver the package on November 20. 

Sue is in charge of making the gift bags for our shut-ins.  She will get the stuff needed. We will 
deliver Christmas Bags for our Shut-ins on December 18, Sunday.  Our shut-ins include Wilma Brentz 
and Blanche Wilson at Courtyard, Sue Utsinger and Wanda/Delano at Farmington Village Nursing 
Home and Leigh Anne Taylor at The Loft. 

Missy found out that Hy-Vee is going to provide Poinsettias again this year.  They will be $9.50 
each so a list will be passed through the congregation so people can sign up and write down their 
memorial designation.  The list will be ready by November 27 so it can be passed for a couple 
Sundays.   

Next meeting Sunday, December 11, after worship. 
Meeting closed at 12:55pm with prayer by Chris. 

o Trustees’ Report 
▪ No report. 

o Pastor’s Report 



 

 

▪ Met with Wanda and her daughter Sue after Delano’s death.  I had planned to do the 
service for Delano but due to unforeseen circumstances I was unable to do so.   

▪ I learned that Sunday School has a short opening in the sanctuary prior to going down to 
the Sunday School rooms.  

▪ I have put contact information in my phone for the folks who attend worship so it will be 
easier for them to contact me and for me to contact them. 

▪ We have a gentleman attending worship and we have spoken several times.  He is 
requesting a Men’s Bible Study to meet during Sunday School time.  Ryan is going to try to 
get a group together for this. 

OLD BUSINESS: (identified as ongoing issues that need to be addressed) 

• CE Bldg. Doors - N. Zobrist and Sons, Inc. have the balance of the doors being replaced in the 
CE Building on their agenda. 

• Remove – Trustee discussed hiring fall yard work to be done, but did not follow through. 

• Visioning Grant – Elders know this is out there and will react when necessary.  Complete 

• Session decided there will be both a Christmas Eve service as well as a service on Sunday, 
Christmas Day. 

• Part time Pastor worksheet – 4 turned in and another promised.  This is complete. 

• Presbytery Mission Pledge Form.  We pledge $600.  Form will go to Treasurer Kathy for 
percentages to be added and form mailed in.  This is complete. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

▪ The Session voted to approve Cindy Daniels and Kathy Welch for co-treasurers for 2023. 
▪ The Session voted to approve Ordination/Installation for Sunday, January 15 as well as 

having the Annual Meeting after worship on January 15 with a potluck luncheon before the 
meeting. 

▪ Steffanie is going to put the 2022 Annual Report together and get copies made for the 
Annual Meeting. 

▪ Fellowship Team approved sending a $48.46 check to Tammy Duley for reimbursement for 
to-go containers for the kitchen. 

▪ Next meeting January 12, 2023,Thursday at 6pm. 
▪ The Session voted to adjourn at 7:27pm with Lord’s Prayer by Pastor Cindy. 

 
 

People are often unreasonable and self-centered…FORGIVE them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives…Be KIND anyway.  

If you are honest, people may cheat you…Be HONEST anyway. 
If you find happiness, people may be jealous…Be HAPPY anyway. 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow…Do GOOD anyway. 
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough…Give your BEST anyway. 

For you see, in the end, it is between you and God…It never was between you and them anyway. 
Mother Teresa 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care Contact Information 

Church Address:  83 N. Cone St. Farmington, IL 61531 
Contact Phone: Interim Pastor Cindy Bean (618)316-1171 

Email: cindyb825@gmail.com 
Mon, Tues, Wed 8:30 – 2:00 (subject to change) 

Office Phone:  309-245-2914(messages checked weekly) 
Email:  firstpresfarmington@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church Officers 2023 

ELDERS: Liz Johnson, Brady Johnson, Beth Martin, Alissa Holder, Steffanie Ulm 
and Ryan Stobaugh– Interim Pastor Cindy Bean 

 
DEACONS: Chris Evans, Marianne Taylor, Melissa Herron, Linda Riley, Pat 

Welker and Sue Lane 
 

TRUSTEES: Clark Evans, Ben Vermillion, Joe Herron, and Kevin Phillips  
(2 open trustee spots) 

 
TREASURERS:  Kathy Welch and Cindy Daniels 

 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mickie Ulm 

 
CLERK OF SESSION:  Pat Welker 

 

 

 



 

 

Mission Giving 

 

Food Pantry 
  

The Farmington Food Pantry is open on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 12:30pm – 
1:30 pm.  The Food Pantry is located at New Hope Fellowship Church 1102 N. State Route 78, 
Farmington, IL 61531. You do not even need to get out of your car.  It is open to anyone in the 
Farmington area school district or who lives in Elmwood. There is no income requirement. You can 
now follow the Food Pantry on Facebook at Farmington IL Food Pantry. 

 

Little Free Pantry 
 On the east side of the CE building, just south of the door, is a Little Free Pantry that the local 
Girl Scouts put together. This little free pantry is open and free for anyone, anytime. Feel free to drop 
off any food to help keep it stocked. Also, feel free to take any food that you might need, no 
questions asked. This food pantry supports those in our community who might need some extra food 
on those days when the Food Pantry is closed.  
 

Our Church Life 

 

Presbyterian Women 

The Presbyterian Women met on Friday, December 16 for our Annual Cookie Exchange with 9 
ladies present. We started with a luncheon of taco soup made by Donna DeGroot, vegetable soup made 
by Marianne Taylor and Pat Welker provided Jimmy John’s sandwiches.  We had our business meeting 
at which time we decided which groups to give out yearly collection to.  We decided that we would give 
the Church $1,000 to be used as follows: $500 for heating costs and $500 for the new TVs for sanctuary.   

We were fortunate to have received a donation from the Mary/Dave Moermond family for 
serving Delano Ohaver’s funeral luncheon.  We further donated $500 to the Fulton County Salvation 
Army, $500 to the Farmers Backpack Program at Farmington School District and $400 to Jaxson Earley, 
a 2nd grader at the school recently diagnosed with leukemia.  He also has other health issues, Downs 
Syndrome as well as heart issues that have required surgery.  Fortunately, he will be able to have his 
treatments in Peoria Children’s Hospital, but will have to stay in the hospital for 6 months.  Jaxson is the 
Son of Amber Elliott Anderson and Great-Grandson of Eva Elliott who was a member of PW for many 
years.  So, our little group was able to donate $2,400 which is great!  Good job ladies!! 

After the meeting, we played our Christmas Trivia game.  The ladies decided to just answer the 
questions as a group instead of dividing into teams.  One thing that came out of this is that in the 
future, I would want either Marianne or Tammy Duley on my team as these gals know their Christmas 
Trivia.  We also learned that the song, The 12 days of Christmas have a religious meaning (see below).    
So, we had coffee/cookies and trivia to end the meeting. Everyone took samples of all the cookies home 
to enjoy at a later time.  All in all, a great day. 

 



 

 

THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS SONG 
Did you know that the song has religious meaning in the number/gifts that are given.  It is pretty neat. 

1 The partridge in the pear tree, naturally, represents Jesus Christ. 
2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments 
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues 
4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists 
5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, the “Pentateuch,” which gives the history 
of man’s fall from grace 
6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation 
7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments 
8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes 
9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
10 Lords A-leaping = the Ten Commandments 
11 Pipers Piping = the 11 faithful apostles 
12 Drummers Drumming = the 12 points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed 
 

Christmas Program & Choir Cantata 

On December 18, we were blessed to have a Children’s Christmas Program and a Choral 
Cantata.  The kids had a great program that included an updated Christmas story that was very humous 
and the kids all did great.  The 4 older kids did the readings and set the stage for the story.  The kids all 
did great and it was very enjoyable, one of the highlights every year.  The kids make the Church. The 
Choir sang their Cantata during the service.  They are not a very big group but they sure have a big 
sound.  They really do a wonderful job.  I wish I could hold a tune half as well as they do. 

 

Patricia Threw 
During December, we lost another long-time member of the Church, when Pat passed on 

December 10.  Seems like I am writing about one of our long-time members passing away every 
month or so.  Pat had lived at Proctor Place in Peoria for several years, so she was not able to attend 
worship. But prior to that she was in worship on a regular basis.  Her daughter Deb O’Donnell said 
that there will not be any services until sometime in 2023. – Pat Welker 
 

Upcoming Annual Meeting & Potluck 

The Annual Meeting is coming up January 15 directly following worship.  We will review the 
Annual Report, ask any questions and then approve it as well as the Pastor’s Terms of Call.  Further 
we will be voting for 3 at-large members for the Nominating Committee which is charged with filling 
the officer positions for the Church, Elders, Deacons, Trustees, Financial Secretaries and Treasurers. 

New this year, we will again have a Potluck Luncheon prior to the meeting.  We used to do this 
pre-Covid so it is just another step toward getting back to normal.  So, ladies, look through your 
favorite recipes and get ready to enjoy some great fellowship with everyone.  



 

 

Monthly Calendars 
January 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
10:30 AM 
Worship 
 

2 3 4 5 6 
Annual 
Reports Due 

7 

8 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
Communion 

9 10 11 12 
Session  
6PM 

13 
PW 
1PM 

14 

15 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
Annual Meeting & 
Potluck 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
10:30 AM 
Worship 

23 24 25 
 

26 27 28 

29 
10:30 AM  
Worship 

30 31     

 

February 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
Communion 

6 7 8 9 
Session 
6PM 

10 
PW 
1PM 

11 

12 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
10:30 AM 
Worship 

20 21 22 
Ash Wednesday 
 

23 24 25 

26 
10:30 AM  
Worship 

27 28     



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Prayer Request  
Joys: Children’s Christmas Program; Choir Christmas Cantata; Christmas Eve Services.  

 
Concerns:  Emma Evans; Ed Wilson; Chris Evans’ brother-in-law, Chris; Wanda Ohaver; Nyle Staley; 

Melody Martin; Carol Roberts; Rosie Patterson; Marilee Stephan; Dave Moermond, Wanda Ohaver’s son-in-

law; Corbin Rutledge; Sam Rutledge; Tammy Duley; & JoAnn Ray.  

 

Bereavement: The Patricia Threw Family 
 
Those in Assisted Living: Blanche Wilson and Wilma Brentz at Courtyard Estates; Wanda Ohaver at 

Farmington Village Nursing & Rehabilitation; Leigh Ann Taylor, The Loft; Eileen (Diana Rolando’s mom) 

Red Oak Estates.      

 
                                                        
 
 

 

February Birthdays 
 5 Jane Rutledge; 9 Gary Suydam; Alexis Haynes; 11 Nyle Staley; 13 Kari 
Berry 17 Ryan McMaster; 18 Linda Riley; 19 Zec Black; 20 Michelle Lane; 21 
Rachel Elliott; Denise Lane; 22 Kaitlyn Stobaugh; Brea Marinich 23 Melody 
Martin 

 

January Birthdays 
5  Lindsey Danley 9  Mason Gomes; Claire Herron 14  Conner Berry; Tadd 
Swanson 15  Darren Berry 19  Dexter Ulm 24  Donna DeGroot 27  Clark Evans    

 

 

Sunday School is @ 9:15 am Every Sunday 
From Labor day to Memorial day Would you like to attend a Men’s Bible Study? 

Contact Ryan Stobaugh 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We try to keep our BB prayer list as current as possible.  
Please notify the office to update a prayer request 
listed, to add a new prayer request, or to remove a 

prayer request.  Please contact us at 
firstpresfarmington@gmail.com  

 

If you would like to add something to 
next month’s Burning Bush, please submit 
it to the office by the last Monday of the 
month. We prefer receiving it by email at 

firstpresfarmington@gmail.com.   
 

Did you know that our church is on Facebook and 
YouTube? Like and Subscribe to our pages to keep up-

to-date on the latest happenings! 

We thank you for sending in your tithes and offerings, especially.  You 
may either bring your tithes and offerings to worship or you may send 
your tithes and offerings directly to Mickie Ulm, our financial secretary.  
Her address is 516 Idlewhile Ct., Farmington, IL 61531. 

Moving….Please be sure to provide your new 
contact information to the church office or a 
session member. 

mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com


 

 

The Burning Bush                                                                                                                                             
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                                                                                                         
83 North Cone Street                                                                                                                              
Farmington IL  61531-1248 
 
 

  

  

  
  
          
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US: 
First Presbyterian Church of Farmington, IL 

Worship Service is at 10:30AM, Sunday 
mornings, on Facebook Live and in person 

 
Video of worship service will be posted on: 

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington, IL  

&  
On the website: 

www.firstpresfarmington.com 
 

 
 

  
         

  
  
        

                

              

  

    

Blessings on:  

 

“In the 

Beginning 

was the 

Word, and 

the Word 

was with 

God, and 

the Word 

was God.”    

(John 1:1) 
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