
 

In January’s newsletter article, I shared that I will be responsible for working with you on the five 

developmental tasks of transitional ministry.  I will address each one of those tasks beginning with the 

May newsletter and ending with the September edition. In the April newsletter, I will do my best to 

summarize the search and call process used in Great Rivers Presbytery.  Our Presbytery’s ministry 

partner for this work is Rev. Edwin Brinklow from Canton.  He will be sharing that process with the 

session and me at our March meeting. 

This month, I want to share with you my other tasks assigned to me by the Presbytery, as I act as your 

Transitional Pastor.  In addition to the five developmental tasks, I am responsible to: 

• Serve as head of staff. 

• Lead worship and preach at regular Sunday services. 

• Moderate Session and Congregational meetings 

• Arrange for guest preachers. 

• Provide pastoral care for the congregation. 

• Officiate at weddings and funerals. 

• Work with committee chairs. 

• Represent the church in dealing with outside organizations. 

• Be involved in the Confirmation Class. 

• Pray for the church. 
 
This list is the same for a full-time interim pastor as it is for a part-time interim pastor like me. As we 
minister together, I look forward to hearing from you about my way of fulfilling my responsibilities.  I 
have made choices, but I am aware that I may have blind spots or need to shift the way I delegate my 
time. Please feel free to start a conversation with me. 
 
The committees of the congregation are highly skilled and experienced and meet their responsibilities 
well without much input from me.  
 
I believe that leading worship and moderating meetings are my primary responsibilities and the 
number one use of my time and energy. Up to this point, working with committee chairs has 
happened primarily within Session meetings, but I am looking forward to more committee meetings 
in the months ahead. 
 
To date, my pastoral care time has been spent primarily with those who live at Courtyard Estates or 
Farmington Village. I also see my attendance at Deacon’s meetings a vital part of keeping up to date 
on the pastoral care needed for our members and friends. 
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In the upcoming months, I will need to arrange for guest preachers, as I have yet to take planned 
vacation or continuing education time off. I also look forward to working with a confirmation class of 
six this year. 
 
To my knowledge there are no weddings planned in the life of the congregation.  Funerals are always 
a last minute responsibility and one of the most important ministry responsibilities I have, but, as yet, 
have not consumed much of my time. 
 
I have not spent any time representing the church with intentional activities with outside 
organizations.  If opportunities present themselves, I will be more than happy to do so but up to this 
point, my first activity that matches this description will be attendance at the Presbytery meeting on 
February 25th. 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Cindy 

 

SNIPPETS      
by Pat 

Snippets from the February 9, 2023, Session Meeting: Note that the Elders picked new Ministry 
Teams.  If you want to help with any of them, let one of the Elders know.  They would welcome more 
help/input. 

 
o  CLERKS REPORT: 

▪ Correspondence: Thank you from Sam/Jane Rutledge for Christmas gift and from 
young lady who received a couple coats from the Coat Closet. 

▪ Email/Text Approvals: Text sent on Thursday, January 12 from Ryan Stobaugh to 
approve holding the initial meeting of the Men’s Bible Study he is starting.  It will be 
held in the CE Building.  It was approved. 

MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
o Worship Team – Alissa (chair), Brady, Beth, Sam Sprecher, Diana Rolando & Jane Rutledge.  

▪ Diana & Sam want to discuss worship music – see new business. 
o Christian Education Team – Bonnie (chair) & Alissa 

▪ VBS material was already purchased so will work with the theme - Rocky Railway, Jesus’ 
Power Pulls Us Through.  Starter Kit was purchased in previous year, so have tried to find 
corresponding items to purchase. 

▪ Bonnie talked with the Swanson family and found out the kids will be participating in the 
Confirmation Classes to be offered. 

o Stewardship/Finance/Memorial/Personnel Team – Ryan (chair) & Liz 
▪ Finance –  
▪ Will look into monies for the Sanctuary Video Screen replacements as well as the 

speaker systems. 



 

 

▪ Will look into monies for the door replacements. 
▪ Personnel – 
▪ Need to meet with Pastor to go over her contract that is due in March. 

▪ Stewardship/Memorial – No Report. 
o Fellowship and Mission Team – Jodi & Liz (Co-Chairs) 

▪ Volunteers continue to provide snacks each week. 
o Evangelism Team – Jodi (chair), Bonnie & Beth 

• The Session voted to approve a Community Soup Supper on Saturday, March 25, from 
4:30-7pm or food runs out.  Will serve 3-4 soups as well as hotdogs, Monari chili dogs & 
donated desserts.  Prices will be $5 for Adults and $2.50 for kids 12 & under for all you can 
eat. 

• Jodi is planning to have a food booth for Spoon River Drive. 

• In the future, Jodi would like to see an evening Fellowship & discussion held monthly. 
o Technology Team – Brady (chair) & Ryan 

• New TV’s received and installed – Ryan is to talk with Treasurer to see how much money has 
been donated toward the $2,084.97 total cost of the 3 TVs and $326.97 cost of the mounts, 
with grand total at $2,411.94.  The Session voted to empower Ryan and the Finance Team to 
find money for the balance needed and report back at the March meeting.   

• The Session voted to approve Brady taking care of disposal of old TV’s. 

• Will get Congregational input of how the TVs are working.  Do they need to be turned, font 
size increased/decreased, etc. 

o Nominating Team – Elder & Deacon & At-Large members Cozy Hoover, Kathy Welch and Tony 
Rolando.  Will meet in fall. 

 
DEACONS 

JANUARY 22, 2023 
The Deacons met on Sunday, January 22 in the CE Building after worship.  Meeting opened at 
11:50am with prayer by Chair Chris Evans.  Those in attendance were Chris Evans, Missy Herron, Sue 
Lane and Pat Welker, as well as Glenene Benson, our newest Deacon.  Pastor Cindy joined us during 
the meeting. 
 
December Minutes were approved.  Treasurer’s balance is $193.80. 
Cards: Since the December meeting Chris sent 8 cards, Sue 18, Missy 15  and Pat 25. 
Officers: It was decided that the following officers would serve for 2023 -- Chris as Chair, Missy as 
Treasurer and Pat as Secretary.  All approved. 
Communion: Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve, Communion served to 78 and Sunday, January 8, 
2023 to 38.  Next Communion is February 5, with Pat bringing bread, Chris and Missy assisting.  Sue 
will take care of any needed parament changes. 
 
Pastor Cindy wants to get Home Communion started for our folks who cannot attend worship.  After 
Communion on Feb 5, Pastor Cindy, with assistance of Glenene and Missy, will deliver Communion to 



 

 

some of our Shut-ins. Deacons will prepare elements for 20 servings.  Juice will be in small bottles so 
Pastor Cindy can fill the cups on site.   
 
Shut-ins: Before Christmas, gifts were delivered to our Shut-ins.  Chris delivered/visited Blanche 
Wilson and Wilma Brentz at Courtyard Estates in Farmington.  Sue took them to Wanda Ohaver and 
Sue Utsinger at Farmington Village Nursing Home.  Linda Riley was unable to take the gift to The Loft 
Nursing Center in Canton for Lee Ann Taylor, so Sue dropped it off at the desk.  Wilma Brentz sent the 
Deacons a nice Thank You note for her gift. 
 
Missy received the Hy-Vee bill for the poinsettias and will get it paid.  We collected more than we 
spent so extra went to our account. 
 
Care List: Pat got the Care List updated and handed out copies to those present.  Pat also took care of 
all the Birthdays for January since lists were not provided prior to this meeting. 
Next meeting Sunday, February 26, after worship. 
Meeting closed at 12:30pm with prayer by Chris. 
 

o PASTOR’S REPORT: 
 Visits 
           Conducted home Communion visits with Glenene Benson and Melissa Herron.  We 

administered Communion and visited with Blanche Wilson and Kathy Welch; Wilma 
Brentz; Wanda Ohaver. Total of 12 Communions served.  We dropped in to see Sue 
Utsinger who did not want to receive communion.  Blanche is the only one who 
remembered when the Elders used to go for home communion visits several decades 
ago, but no one else remembers having received it previously and some never had a 
home visit with a pastor. We also heard that people who used to lead Sunday worship 
or weekly Bible studies, at the homes, are not able to do it now or only come monthly. 
There may be a need and an opportunity here. 

Worship 
          Presided at Communion on February 5 and delivered home communions.   
           Met with the music leaders where we talked about some of the challenges of working 

with the Glory to God hymnal.  I Facetimed my friend who is a Music Director for a 
Presbyterian congregation and he gave them some tips/ideas for working with the 
hymnal in worship.  We will be setting up a time to select hymns for Lent. They would 
really like to have a Worship Committee meeting sometime soon. 

           I hope to have an Ash Wednesday service planned either by the Session meeting or by 
Sunday. I would like session’s guidance/input on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
and Easter services. 

            Are we ready to go for Souper Bowl on Sunday?  During the children’s time, correct… 
and CE will be handling that portion of the service? 

Membership/Education 
Confirmation Class – Adele, Brielle, Gracie, Ellie will be a part of the program. Still 
waiting to hear about two others. Once we have a roster, I would like to explore 



 

 

curriculum options and timeframe. It is possible with busy schedules that we may 
decide to cover the material in a compressed time period - like summer perhaps… 

New Member Class – Ashley McCabe, Michelle Shipley, Val Waggoner - others?  
Just heard from the Clerk of Session that Ben Arnold was confirmed at Second 
Presbyterian Church in Bloomington and was on their membership rolls for a while.  
They removed him from the rolls sometime during the intervening years.  He could 
become a member by re-affirmation of faith, but we can invite him to choose whether 
or not he would like to attend new member classes. 

Transition 
Edwin Brinklow will attend our March session meeting. 
I would like to change my Board of Pension enrollment from Ministers Participation 

to Minister’s Choice.  The Choice program will cover pension, death, and disability at a 
cost of 10% of effective salary.  I will have a proposal for Personnel whenever they 
would like to meet. 

Administration 
 Hope to look at the Bylaws in the next month or so. 

Officer Training Schedule 
For February, Elders were asked to watch Lesson 2 video on their own time.  Will discuss 

if they want to do that in future or watch as a group at Session Meetings. 
Theo-academy Preparation for Ordered Ministry videos 
January   Lesson 1: Ordered Ministry 13:16 
February  Lesson 2: Being Leaders 14:10 
March  Lesson 3: Who is the Church 13:46 
April  Lesson 4: What is the Church 17:54 
May  Lesson 5: Being a Confessional Church 13:08 
June  Lesson 6: The Confessions 17:58 
July  Lesson 7: A Brief Statement of Faith 19:40 
August  Lesson 8: Principles of Order and Government 10:28 

Lesson 9: Councils of the Church 12:52 
September  Lesson 10: The Dynamics of Worship 16:23 
October  Lesson 11: The Word in Worship 15:16 
November Lesson 12: The Sacraments in Worship 18:41 
December Lesson 13: Prayer and Song in Worship 15:40 
 

o TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 
TRUSTEE’S MEETING 
FEBRUARY 8, 2023 

The Trustees met in the Church office on Wed., February 8 at 6pm.  Members present were 
Kevin Phillips, Jake Suydam, Tim Ulm and Kathy Welch.  Clark Evans came for a few minutes 
at beginning of meeting. 

1. First order of business was to set a calendar of Trustee duties for the coming year. 
2. Discussion of list provided by the Session of needed/possible projects. 
3. Above list was discussed & prioritized with the following results: 



 

 

a. Light bulbs to be changed in CE Building. (Jake) 
b. Crown molding repaired in kitchen. (Clark) 
c. Replacement of book, Bible rack in Sanctuary. (Tim) 
d. Motion lights on breezeway and office doors. (Tim) 
e. Joe Herron is in charge of the thermostats. 

Completed projects:  New CE Building and Breezeway doors.  They will be painted by the 
installers.  Contact a Trustee for door code.  

OLD BUSINESS: (identified as ongoing issues that need to be addressed) 

•  CE Bldg. Doors - N. Zobrist and Sons, Inc. All doors installed. Only need to do the trim work 
and paint per contract. 

• Souper Bowl food collection will be Sunday, February 12. Jodi making signs. 

• Coat Closet was donated to the Fairview Legion.  All coats and accessories are gone. 
COMPLETE 

NEW BUSINESS: 
o  Report on January Presbytery Meeting.  Ryan attended via Zoom and reported it was 

mainly about voting on language/changes to the Book of Order.  They also talked about 
Background checks and Certification Testing to be around kids. 

o Alissa is to attend February 25th Presbytery Meeting. 
o Discernment Discussion – Pastor Cindy – The Elders learned things from the latest Training 

Video #2 they watched prior to the Session Meeting.  There was some discussion about a 
possible Community Health related opportunity. 

o There was a meeting with the music staff to discuss the new Hymnal vs the old Hymnal vs 
Video Screens and the difference in how the songs are listed in the Index’s and the 
confusion it causes.  Will meet with them further to get this ironed out. 

o Edwin Brinklow, COM rep, will be at the March 9,Session Meeting to discuss steps to 
finding a minister.  

o Next meeting March 9, Thursday at 6pm. 
o The Session voted to adjourn at 7:55pm with Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Cindy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Pastoral Care Contact Information 

Church Address:  83 N. Cone St. Farmington, IL 61531 
Contact Phone: Interim Pastor Cindy Bean (618)316-1171 

Email: cindyb825@gmail.com 
Mon, Tues, Wed 8:30 – 2:00 (subject to change) 

Office Phone:  309-245-2914(messages checked weekly) 
Email:  firstpresfarmington@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church Officers 2023 

ELDERS: Liz Johnson, Brady Johnson, Beth Martin, Alissa Holder, Ryan Stobaugh, 
Jodi Phillips, and Bonnie Suydam– Interim Pastor Cindy Bean 

 
DEACONS: Chris Evans, Melissa Herron, Linda Riley, Pat Welker, Sue Lane, and 

Glenene Benson 
 

TRUSTEES: Clark Evans, Joe Herron, Kevin Phillips, Jake Suydam, Kathy Welch, 
and Tim Ulm  

 
TREASURERS:  Kathy Welch and Cindy Daniels 

 
FINANCIAL SECRETARIES: Mickie Ulm and Michelle Lane 

 
CLERK OF SESSION:  Pat Welker 

 

 

 



 

 

Mission Giving 

 

Food Pantry 
The Farmington Food Pantry is open on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 12:30pm – 1:30 pm.  
The Food Pantry is located at New Hope Fellowship Church 1102 N. State Route 78, Farmington, IL 
61531. You do not even need to get out of your car.  It is open to anyone in the Farmington area school 
district or who lives in Elmwood. There is no income requirement. You can now follow the Food Pantry 
on Facebook at Farmington IL Food Pantry. 

 

Little Free Pantry 
On the east side of the CE building, just south of the door, is a Little Free Pantry that the local Girl 
Scouts put together. This little free pantry is open and free for anyone, anytime. Feel free to drop off 
any food to help keep it stocked. Also, feel free to take any food that you might need, no questions 
asked. This food pantry supports those in our community who might need some extra food on those 
days when the Food Pantry is closed.  
 

Per Capita 2023 
The Per Capita amount for each member for 2023 is $36.25. This is not an assessment or dues, but a 
covenant relationship with the greater church.  This amount is not in our 2023 budget but paid as 
collected from each member to the Presbytery of Great Rivers.  This money is used by the Presbytery 
to fund all of its administrative and mission projects.  We partner with other churches in our 
Presbytery and are called to share Christ’s love by partnering in Service, Uniting in Worship and 
Risking in Ministry.  All organizations need money to enable them to perform and provide all that is 
expected from them.  We are asking that everyone consider the important work of the Great Rivers 
Presbytery and support it by your 2023 Per Capita.  20 members have paid Per Capita to date. Per 
Capita giving may be mailed directly to Mickie Ulm at 516 Idlewhile Ct., Farmington, or can be 
provided during offering at the church in the pew envelopes.   

Our Church Life 

 

Presbyterian Women 
The Presbyterian Women met on Friday, February 10 at 1pm for a meeting, Bible study & fellowship.  
There were 8 ladies in attendance, which was great.  We had our business meeting.  Pat reported that 
since the January meeting, Cheryle Fryman wanted to remain as Treasurer as she was feeling better.  
But prior to the Feb. meeting, she had made contact and said that her health had taken a turn and 
she would not be able to continue as Treasurer after all.  So, a vote was again taken and once again 
we decided that Pat would take over as Treasurer. 
 
We started a new Bible Study about the women of the Bible.  Mary, mother of Jesus is the first lady 
we are discussing.  The ladies agreed that this would be a good study.  After the meeting/Bible Study, 



 

 

we had coffee and dessert furnished by Kay Fairburn.  All in all, a great day of fellowship. Next 
meeting will be Friday, March 10 at 1pm.  Dessert by Kay and we will have a Bible Study on the 
Women of the Bible. 

 

Sanctuary TV Screens 
The new TV screens have been installed in the Sanctuary.  They are a little bigger than the old ones 
and are much easier to see/read.  Thanks to Brady for getting this project approved with Session, 
getting the TVs and wall mounts purchased with assistance of Ryan, also of the Technology Team.  
Then they got a crew together and got the TVs installed.  Brady is also going to take care of the 
disposal of the old ones. So, if you see Brady or Ryan, tell them thanks and let them know how you 
like the new TVs.  Thanks Brady & Ryan for a great job. 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 
We had a great Ash Wednesday Service on February 22, even though there were only 15 of us 
there.  We sang songs, listened to the sermon and even got to listen to the children’s sermon, which 
was very interesting and required some chemical magic by Pastor Cindy.  I think she might repeat it 
this Sunday, because unfortunately there were no kids at the Ash Wednesday service.  We also got 
blessed with ashes, which is very meaningful.  All in all, a great service.  Looking forward to the 
sermons during Lent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Monthly Calendars 
March 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
10:30 am 
Worship 
Communion 

6 7 
Men’s Bible 
Study 6pm 

8 
Choir Practice 
7pm 

9 
Session 
6pm 

10 
Presbyterian 
Women 
1pm 

11 

12 
10:30 am 
Worship 
Daylight Savings Time 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
10:30 am 
Worship 

20 21 
Men’s Bible  
Study 6pm 

22 
Choir Practice 
7pm 

23 24 25 
CE Building -  
Soup Supper 
4:30 – 7pm 

26 
10:30 am  
Worship 

27 28 29 30 31  

April 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 
10:30 am 
Worship 
Palm Sunday & Egg Hunt 

3 4 
Men’s Bible 
Study 6pm 

5 
Choir practice 
7pm 

6 
Maundy 
Thursday 

7 
Good Friday 

8 

9 
10:30 am 
Easter 
Worship 

10 11 12 13 
Session 6 pm 

14 
Presbyterian 
Women 
1pm 

15 

16 
10:30 am 
Worship 

17 18 
Men’s Bible 
Study 6pm 

19 
 

20 21 22 

23 
10:30 am  
Worship 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
10:30 am 
Worship 

      



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
                                    
 
 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prayer Request  
Joys: New TV Screens in the Sanctuary; birth of grandson Liam to Liz and Steve Johnson’s daughter Jayme 

and her husband; Clark Evans retirement 

 
Prayer Requests:  Bruce Bontz; Wanda Ohaver; Ed Wilson; Chris Evans’ brother-in-law, Chris; Wanda 

Ohaver; Nyle Staley; Beth Martin; Melody Martin; Carol Roberts; Marilee Stephan; JoAnn Ray; Dave 

Moermond, Wanda Ohaver’s son-in-law; Corbin Rutledge; Sam Rutledge; & Steffanie Ulm’s Aunt Chris.  

 

Bereavement: 
 
Those in Assisted Living: Blanche Wilson and Wilma Brentz at Courtyard Estates; Wanda Ohaver at 

Farmington Village Nursing & Rehabilitation; Leigh Ann Taylor, The Loft; Eileen (Diana Rolando’s mom) 

Red Oak Estates.      

 
                                                        
 
 

 

April Birthdays 
 3 Brian Elliott 8 Alissa Holder 16 Colby Evans 21 Kevin Phillips 24 Leigh Ann 
Stephens 

 

March Birthdays 
1 Paula Monari; 11 Marianne Taylor; 17 Avery Daniels; 23 Colton Evans; 24 
Tim Ulm; 27 Diana Rolando 

 

 

March Anniversaries 

15 Cindy and Mike Daniels; 23 Monica and Tadd Swanson 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 

8 Joe & Melissa Herron 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We try to keep our BB prayer list as current as possible.  
Please notify the office to update a prayer request 
listed, to add a new prayer request, or to remove a 

prayer request.  Please contact us at 
firstpresfarmington@gmail.com  

 

If you would like to add something to 
next month’s Burning Bush, please submit 
it to the office by the last Monday of the 
month. We prefer receiving it by email at 

firstpresfarmington@gmail.com.   
 

Did you know that our church is on Facebook and 
YouTube? Like and Subscribe to our pages to keep up-

to-date on the latest happenings! 

We thank you for sending in your tithes and offerings, especially.  You 
may either bring your tithes and offerings to worship or you may send 
your tithes and offerings directly to Mickie Ulm, our financial secretary.  
Her address is 516 Idlewhile Ct., Farmington, IL 61531. 

Moving….Please be sure to provide your new 
contact information to the church office or a 
session member. 

Sunday School is @ 9:15 am Every Sunday 
from Labor day to Memorial day 

mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresfarmington@gmail.com


 

 

The Burning Bush                                                                                                                                             
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                                                                                                         
83 North Cone Street                                                                                                                              
Farmington IL  61531-1248 
 
 

  

  

  
  
          
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US: 
First Presbyterian Church of Farmington, IL 

Worship Service is at 10:30AM, Sunday 
mornings, on Facebook Live and in person 

 
Video of worship service will be posted on: 

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington, IL  

&  
On the website: 

www.firstpresfarmington.com 
 

 
 

  
         

  
  
        

                

              

  

    

Blessings on:  

 

“In the 

Beginning 

was the 

Word, and 

the Word 

was with 

God, and 

the Word 

was God.”    

(John 1:1) 

 

http://www.firstpresfarmington.com/

